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Abstract

The Grass Mountain Hot Spring Area during the Japanese Colonial Period is
situated approximately in today’s Qianshan Park. As few Japanese people moved here
to settle down or built villas here, this place gradually became known in the.1910s. In
the 1920s, following the industrial and commercial development of Taipei
metropolitan area, urbanites’ demands for suburban leisure facilities arose. Benefited
from its easy access and the possibility of enjoying hiking, the beauty of flowers and
hot spring at once, Grass Mountain gradually became a contemporary leisure
destination with newly built hot spring hotels and related public facilities. In 1930, the
construction of the large public bathing place “Shiirakuen” wascompleted and

became a new landmark of Grass Mountains

As for today’s Houshan Park, it has been developed into a private villa area after
the late 1920s. This area can be divided into-three geographical divisions: First, the
northmost place, which was formerly called “Daisyo”. It is also where “Hagoromo
Park”, a forest park built by.the mining businessman Yamamoto Yoshinobu in 1926, is
located. Second, the gorge region named “Senbogyo”, which is in more south. It was
Iyemon Handa.who started to build a villa here and then, around 1928 to 1930, few
professors from Taihoku Imperial University also purchased lands to build Japanese-
style villas-with woods and stones in this area. Situated in the middle, Houshan Villa
is the third one. From the establishment of Daiton Hotel in 1935 to 1943, many
doctors and professionals from the industrial and business sectors also came here to
build western-style villas with stone building materials. In the meanwhile, many big
companies also established guest houses here. The 25 villas studied in this project are
situated in Houshan. As the cultural landscape presented by these hundred-year-old

historical villas is hardly seen in other areas of Taiwan, it has unique significance as a



cultural asset.

This paper finally put forward three suggestions: 1. Introduce the historical
background of this site using explanation boards (on-site) or via the internet (on-line);
2. Create cultural and creative products using the landscape stamps created in 1935
for the Fair; 3. Establish an image database or publish a book or a collection of

historical images or maps of Grass Mountain back to the Japanese colonial perioed.

Key words: Public Bath, Hot Spring Hotels, Daiton Naiton Park, Hot Spring Villa.
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