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A Study of the Ancient Fish Trails in the
Yangmingshan National Park

Abstract

This paper, implemented from July 1993 to 'June.1994, is a study on the
historic trails used long ago for trading fish in the Yangmingshan National Park.

The trails were, in the beginning, made by the people of Kimazon (ffid*4) ,
Kipatao (4t#%) , and Tapari (£ H) of the Ketagalan (¥3Z#E) tribe for
contact. As time went by, with the increasing complication of human activities,
it grew important, used not only for friendly visits, but for business, carrying
goods to and fro, such as fish, water buffaloes, tea, and sulphur, etc.,
or sometimes even taken to smuggle things, and finally became a major way of
transportation.

There are contained in the paper eight chapters. In the first, the origin
of the trails is.stated. In the next, the background of the trails is analyzed,
including *the kinds of fishes, how they were carried, and where they were sold.
Besides, the fishing tackles and skills are introduced. The dress and equipment
worn by the fish vendors are also interestingly described. The connection
between water buffaloes and the trails is discussed in the third chapter, and
tea trading, sulphur transporting in the following two chapters. The sixth
chapter records the details of the investigation courses. The seventh states
proposals and the last is bibliography.

This study is wholly based on field work. All the information has been
obtained by personal inquries, spot surveying and carefully referring to histo-
rical documents. Two examples are added as appendiges at the end.

What should be specially given concern is the difficulty in getting written
papers or official certificates. Though with efforts tried, not much result has

been gained. In this aspect, further work is necessary.
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Sprateiloides japonicus (Houttuyn)

Silver anchovy
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Decapterus macarellus

Trachurus japonicus

Decapterus maruadsi

Squalus fernandinus

Sparus major

Taius tumifrons

Decapterus akaadsi

Selaroides leptolepis
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Taius tumifrons (Temminck & Schiegel)

##% Ch'ih Tsung (Mandarin) ¥ -.- -tsang (Taiwanese)
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Decapterus maroadsi (Temamimck & Schlegel)
at-A Amberfish

$fi#12 Tung Ching Ts'an (Mandarin) [k Si-phoa (Taiwanese)
DESCRIPTION.
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