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Abstract

Keywords: Yangmingshan Authority, Oral history, Shilin, Beitou, Tamsui

I ~ Subject of the Plan

Taiwan has undergone rapid changes since 1980s. People have become more open
towards political issues and social diversities. The economy growth led to increase in
consumption and changes in lifestyles. Leisure activities such as tourism has become

an integrated part of people’s lives.

Compared with other national parks, the Yangmingshan National Park receives the
highest number of tourists each year. Such has made significant changes for the
Yangmingshan area in many aspects, including culture, industry, landscapes, etc.
Therefore, it is important for our oral history project to record the experiences of the

Yangmingshan residents towards these changes.

After nearly complete release of military space in the Yangmingshan area, the heavy
political atmosphere has been lightened up. Studies on this part of Taiwan start
receiving attention. More and more cultural as well as historical resources become

availale for research, and thus broaden the scope of our oral history interviews.

I . Method and Process

The main method and process consisting of: (1) collecting existing oral history
interviews from newspapers, periodicals, and other publications, searching for the
recorded contents, analyzing and classifying them. (2) obtaining lists of the elders
living in villages and communities. (3) constructing the frameworks and subjects of

the interviews. (4) conducting interviews and making recordings.

IT . Important Results

We collected and analyzed oral history from Beitou, Shihlin, Tamsui districts
in the Yangmingshan National Park. We completed 14 interviews in total and
constructed life history tables of the local elders.

We obtained abundance of results in our oral history interviews, including
4
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migration and settling down of the families, careers of the individuals,
regional economy, industrial development, religious folk activities, and the
opinions about Yangmingshan Authority and Yangmingshan National Park

Headquarters, etc.

IV. Recommendations
A short-range suggestion: to let local communities to record oral history and
construct life history tables of the local elders by themselves.

Organizing unit: Yangmingshan National Park Headquarters

We suggest the authorities to offer resources to those organizations with willingness
and ability to do their own local oral history project, in order to establish a more

complete databases and oral records of elders in Yangmingshan National Park.
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