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Abstract

Keywords: Chihsing-Mountaintianping ~ Chutzuhu, Village ~ Sanasai Mythology -
Ketagalan Civilization

1 ~ Research Background

Yangmingshan area has long been a passageway between Taipei basin and the
northern coast. In addition to the natural resources, the area also possesses rich
human and historical assets, where the Formosan Plains Austronesians ever dominated
and the Han Chinese colonized with agricultural cultivation and trading activities.
Therefore, Yangmingshan National Park (YNP) has long conducted research projects
on the cultural ‘and historical topics, and recent survey even extended to the
archaeological “resources such as the Chin-pao-li(Taparri) Trail (2002) and
Miantianping relics (2003). However, the Chihsing Mountain and Chutzuhu Village
area, which situates between the two aforesaid archaeological sites, was left behind,
although reports on archaeological findings could trace back to the Japanese period.

The project accordingly probes into the Chihsing Mountain and Chutzuhu
Village area. The main object matter is to clarify the role of Yangmingshan area as a
passageway between Taipei basin and the northern coast, and then it goes further to
elucidate the nature of remnant sites in different stages and its ethnic belongings.
The project also utilizes the research result to analyze the Ketagalan civilization, a
folk construction based on data out of Chihsing-Mountaintianping and other areas.

2 ~ Research Methods and Procedures
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The research methods of the project are based on the disciplines of history and
archaeology, as follows:

(1) Document-collecting and Analyzing

1. Collecting and interpreting of the Spanish and the Dutch sources in the 17"
century.

2. Collecting and interpreting of gazette, archival sources, travel reports, land
contracts etc. of the Qing period.

3. Collecting and interpreting of Mythology and Oral Traditions.
(2) Archaeological Field works
1.Surface survey : field reconnaissance on the investigated area.

2.Excavation : We plan to do archaeological field survey on Chihsing-
Mountaintianping area and choose parts of the area for test digging in order
to know culture layer of the site.

(3) Data Analysis

1.Indoor sorted *\We cleaned, sorted, analyzed all the sameples we found out
from the site.

2.Laboratory. Sample Analyses : We collected and analyzed soils, pottery,
organic remnants and carbon 14 dating.

Finishing the report based on documentary sources, archaeological findings, and
laboratory sample analysis, etc..

3 ~ Critical findings

The project clarifies the fact of human activities about the Chihsing Mountain
and Chutzuhu Village area, and further explores the recent folk construction of
Ketagalan civilization from the perspective of ethnic construction, as follows:

(1) Archaeological Findings: The dating of the only pottery out of the two test pit in
Chihsing-Mountaintianping area is about the mid-Qing period. It concludes

that the human settlement started from Qianlong dynasty and the size of

10



Y

-

+ly

pre-historical human activities could not support large-scale ritual
performance.

(2) Ethnic Construction : Information about the origin, distribution, and culture of
an ethnic group out of documentary records and archaeological findings surely
provides fundamental sources for ethnic construction. While pursuing for the
academic / scientific reality, the project, however, acknowledges the position
of self-interpretation on ethnic ancestry as a tool for ethnic revival movement.
It further believes that the dialects between the two sides would contribute to
our understanding of human knowledge.

4 ~ Major Suggestions

Based on the research outcomes, the project praposes two directions concerning
both the maintenance / management and the research to YNP.

(1) Immediate Proposal on Maintenance and Management

a. Due to both the on-going agricultural production and the construction of drainage
system around Chutzuhu Village area, YNP should pay attention to the
unearthing of potential archaeological sites.

b.Chihsing-Mountaintianping area and the relics associated with the Ketagalan
civilization should stay untouched. The construction of facilities should also
avoid-the aforementioned vestiges.

(2) Long-term Proposal on Research

a. Further study on the un-surveyed area, e.g., Parian (/" i) Creek area, and the
upstream area of Tatun Creek.

b. Publication of a comprehensive guidance based on current research results on
historical and cultural topics for the general public.

c. Advanced study on settlement pattern and cultural significance of stone house
groups.

11
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