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Administration, management and research of oriental
orchids cultured in Ching Shan Natural Center

by
Tsu-Liang Chang

Dept. of Horticulture
National Taiwan University

Abstract

The aim of this project is to manage and propagate the
oriental orchids cultured in the orchid greenhouse in Ching Shan
Natural Center effectively. Because almost all the cultured
orchids were infected by the:weevil seriously and more than
80% orchids were infected by CyMV and ORSYV, the growth of
cultured orchids was very bad.

Isolation of these imfected orchids doesn't improve the
situation of these orchids. From 1997.06.27 to 1998.10.03,
virus-infected plants showed weak growth vigor with higher
rate of death. 'To improve the efficiency of management,
something should be done, such as to destroy the infected plants
as soon as possible to avoid the spreading of viruses, to clean the
greenhouse areas and to make these areas ready for some related
researches. So, the right part (1/3 area of the greenhouse)
retained to culture the orchids and the other 2/3 area cleared off
to be ready to use.

Some plants can recover their growth vigor from virus
infection by thermotherapy. So, some chose infected orchids
were treated in 45°C hot water for 2, 4 and 7 hours, respectively.
After these treatments, only a few plants survived. Most of them
dried in one week. After four months, the rate of survival /
treated is 2/109 for 7 hr treatment, 22/110 for 4 hr treatment and
20/109 for 2 hr treatment. The growth of survived orchids had
been stopped for a long time, but some buds are swollen and
start to grow now. Although these buds can grow without
visible virus symptom, they still need some processes to confirm
the effect of thermotherapy.
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To recover the wild orchids in Yangmingshan National
Park, the area of Chihsingshan was investigated in this project.
Some wild orchids were recorded with their distribution,
diversity, companion plants and their native environments. The
collected orchids were cultured in greenhouse for basic
observations. Seeds from collected fruits were sown in vivo and
germinated very well. Around 8 months later, some plantlets
grew strong enough to transplant to field, while some others
developed at protocorm stage only, showed their growth
diversity.
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