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Archaeological Sites Survey on the Tatun Mountain Area
of the Yangmingshan National Park

Since ancient time the Tatun mountain area has been an aboriginal settlement
and a locale of subsistance activities. According to the early records indicated that
"Tatun she" was located at the foot of the western side of the mountain. Ten years ago,
when the author was investigating the cultural and historical resources of the park, and
is discovered the site which was located at a small valley called “Mientienping” below
the western side of Tatun mountain. There were seven house structure foundations
within the area that seemed to resemble a Katagelan settlement.

This project initiated an open dig to verify the specifics of this discovery. Over
a tenth month period we gathered some historical records, dug at the site, examined
carbon datings, and invited architectural specialist to help us research and verify
several aspects of the dig. Our project faced restriction in terms of man power, material
resources, and time constraints. Although the Mientienping site had seven house
foundations, we were only able to fuily record the first foundation (F1) , and a small
section of F2. But, the aim of the goal, however, was still to investigate the entire
foundations of the site as awhole. In carrying out our works, we confirmed the
layout of the first structure which in fact used stone pillars as the basis of the piled
house.

By using Carbon 14 datings, we able to identify that the settiement of the
Mientienping site which contained two lays of cultural deposits; the early period is
possible 2,000 years BP. of the prehistorical time, while the late-modern lay show an
age of approximately between 470 to one hundred years old. Thus, by analyzing the
historical records and an ancient map, we can verify the position of this excavations,
and confirmed the Mientienping ruins are indeed an ancient settlement of the Tatun
shu of the Katagelan Trib.
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