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Abstract

This field study exam ned the reproductive behavi our
of Fornosan Bl ue Magpi e Urocissacaerulea torealize the
characteristics of their cooperative breedi ng. Fornosan
Bl ue Magpie exhibits a "helper at the 'nest” cooperative
breedi ng nodel . This study ainmed to realize (1) the origin
of hel pers, (2) thecontributionof helpers at vari ous st ages
of the breedi ng season, (3) the sex and age of t he hel pers
and(4) therel ati onshi ps bet ween nunber of hel persandwei ght
and nunber of the nestling.~Breeding behavi our of Fornosan
Bl ue Magpi e inhabiting five nests was observed from
April, 1997 to June, 1998 in Yang- M ng Shan Nati onal Park.
Prelim naryresul tsindicatedthat someof fspringeventual |y
becanme hel pers._Their contributions included pursing
i nvaders and predators, feeding the femal e, nestling and
young. When hel pers took care the first brood fl edglings
parents 'soon went on the second brood. Most hel pers were
one or two year s of age, but avail abl e dat a was not suffi ci ent
for sex determ nation. Besides, there was a positive
rel ationship between nunber of helpers in the flock and
aver age wei ght of the nestling. Further effort is needed
t 0 see whet her or not nunmber of hel pers al so forma positive
relationship with nunber of nestling.

Keywor ds: Cooperati ve Breedi ng, Hel per at the nest,
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