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Abstract

Keywords: Yangminshan, archaeology, historical paths, Assam indigo, brimstone, cultural
heritage

I Goals

This project explores human activities and regional interactions from prehistoric to early
historical stages in the adjacent area of the Yangminshan National Park through literature review
and on-site survey. Taiwanese archaeology conventionally focuses on prehistoric materials,
rarely has it undertaken historical archaeology of abandoned settlement and local manufacturing.
This project, based on the characteristics of the Yangminshan National Park, reviews not only
studies of prehistoric archaeology, but new topics of great import such as the Pingpu groups and
the local manufacturing. All these three topics, prehistoric cultures, ethnic Ping-pu groups, and

local manufacturing are reviewed in an archaeological perspective.

Furthermore, surveys are carried out in the eastern part of Yangmingshan National Park
where received relatively little archaeological research before, which includes Peihuangshi,
Tsuitsuiku, Tachiantsuluo, Pailiuchichiao, and Huangshitou- Luchiaokeng. Finally,
archaeological features and sites of potential value as cultural heritage are designated based on

the survey results.

Il Methods and Procedure

This project starts with a literature review of previous archaeological studies, Ping-pu
studies,and historical accounts of local manufacturing. Reconnaissance surveys follow to
investigate the archaeologically intact areas including in the north, lava laterite terraces of
Shimen, Chinshan, and Wanli, and in the east, Rivers Masu and Shuang where the vault valley
locates. Complete human activities from prehistoric to present reconstructed in this project will
be used in humanistic education within the National Park and adjacent area. Finally, this project
evaluates current archaeological studies within the Yangminshan National Park and proposes

future direction for planning the Cultural Heritage management.

VIII
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111 Critical findings

1. According to the ethnological literature regarding the local Pingpu group (plain tribe) in
the northern Taiwan related research material, there is no original settlement in the
Yangmingshan National Park region. The distribution of the stone buildings, which were
constructed in the late Qing dynasty in stead of during the prehistorical age, in this region are
scattering around. The archaeological assemblages found in Miantianping and Zhuzihu sites
are as a matter of fact not the prehistorically settlements, but the trace of hunting and gathering

activities.

2. Based on the literature recorded, the industries of Yangmingshan National Park area are
strongly restricted by its natural sources, such as the condition of mineral resources, the
mountainous area traffic, as well as the governmental policy. Therefore, the industries include
indigo, sulfur, tea cultivating, porcelain clay, charcoal kiln, and so on.  After the Yangmingshan
National Park was officially established in the 70s, the policy of the national park management
shifted to environmental conservation, these industries gradually declined. Now there are only

cattle herding to the mountainous area are allowed.

3. This supplemental research project mainly focuses on the eastern Yangmingshan
National region which earned rare attention in the past. Most of the remains we found are from
historical age, and not any prehistoical remains were found. Stone buildings are the most
frequent findings. On the mountainous path which has been used ever since the past, the indigo
and tea tree remains and trace of cultivation activity are found. Results form the past researches,
the stone buildings found in the Jinbaoli main road, Miantianping, Parian Creek, and
Caigongkeng Creek are activity remains of either Han people or Sinicizing indigenous people of
plain tribes. Evidence of indigo processed was also found in the regions mentioned above. In the
research in 2005, on upstream of Parian Creek, measurement and recording of the evidence of
indigo processed was carried out. Blue and white porcelain and glasses of the historical age
were found in these four regions, dated approximately between the end of 18th and 19th century,

and some of them are even later till colonial the Japanese period.

IV Primary Suggestions
Based on the research results, the project proposes two suggestions: one short-term and one

medium to long-term to the authority of Yangmingshan National Park.

IX
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(A) Short-term suggestion - historical paths * exhibition facilities and relative planning

Carried out by the authorities of Yangmingshan National Park.

Cooperated by Taipei city government ~ Taipei county government

1. Based on the research results, the major government institution should improve the

explanatory facilities of the historical paths and relative exhibition facilities

2. The major government institution should continue surveying and research plan regarding

Yangmingshan National Park Industrial Cultural Heritage.

(B) medium and long-term proposal suggestion to the authorities of Yangmingshan

National Park —increasing National Park image and cultural exhibition equipment

Carried out by the authorities of Yangmingshan National Park.

Cooperated by Taipei city government ~ Taipei county government

Explanatory facilities should be set in important access to the Roads
1. An explanatory stand in access to Bailaka area

2. An explanatory stand in access to Jin San area

3. An explanatory stand in access to Zhishanyan area

4. An explanatory stand in access to Miantianping area
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