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DIETS OF FOUR RESIDENTIAL RAPTORS
IN YANGMINGSHAN , TATWAN

Key words: Food, niche differentiation, sympatric existence

Besra Sparrow Hawk (Accipiter virgatus), Crested Goshawk
(Accipiter trivirgatus), Serpent Eagle (Spilornis cheela) and Oriental
Honey Buzzard (Pernis ptilorhynchus) are sympatric on YangMing
Mountain near Taipei. We recorded the feeding of young of all four



species both through direct observations and by recording with miniature
video cameras placed near nests. The duration of our study lasted from
April to August, covering the nestling stage, the fledgling stage, and
before subadults left the nesting areas.

Besra Sparrow Hawk fed their young mostly birds (66.6 %) and
insects (24.5 %). Crested Goshawk preyed on mostly lizards (45.0%) and
birds (35.3%). Serpent Eagles’ diet contained mostly snakes (68.9%) and
toads (22.2%), while Oriental Honey Buzzard focused on larval wasps
removed from a comb (78.5%) and frogs (16.1%). There is obvious food
segregation among the four species, which probably provided enough
niche differentiation for them to coexist.
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i PLAT Callosciurus erthraeus )
Hipposideros terrasensis ® .
Mogera insularis [
Rattus spp. ® ®
LA Bambusicola thoracica [
Hypsipetes medagescariensis ®
Meegalaima oorti ® o
Myiophoneus insularis ®
Otus bakkamoena o
Passer montanus o
Pomatorhinus ruficollis [
Pynonotus sinensis ® [ J
Streotopelia tranguebarice [ ]
Zesterops japonice ® [ J
e tE Dinodon Rufozonatum ®
Eurypholis major o
Trimerresurus stejnegeerf L J
Euneces chinensis o
Euneces elegens ®
Japalura swinhonis ® L
Sphenomorphus indicus ® ®
AR Bufo spp. o
Rana spp. ® ®
Crytotympanp holsti P
B Polistes gigas ®
Polistes tenebricosus ®
°

Parapolybia varia
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