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More than half a certury.ago, countiess foad ;
dofiod river and mountain as they biszed s b _g?“.
dedving roads through mountaliis and cogBfucting -~ we
bridgesiacross water, sweating tears, sy = ~T
5, ool dark red charrion scredd tho T
mountaln foratt ares. Taking fhres years, ke months,
ind elahtsen days, snd leaving In Hs waka close to
‘snaked is way throgh ravine and mountain. Frem”
this polnt bmwar Cantral-Crosa lstand Highway
‘was roadly, o sproad magaificont scenery snd art and
ocultie o e workd. 4 5

‘completed. The baiding of this Highway was conridered
& el feorrameble Bak thes sud tonk frer yeara of
‘prusling work und cest 225 preclens ives befors the
damuting task was aceomplished. Withoat great soerifice
‘o€ the roosd workens wad, dn pecticular thees whe diesl.
daring its cemetroction, people today would tiot have ke
priviege th mue this beantifil bighway. That's why we. |
should be prateful and keep their contribution i mind |

of the National Fark, raching series of many people
‘Kave cromnnded from the Central Cesss-fland Hlighveay.
They are an importaxt cliapter of Tabwan's Mstory.

Theme stories amd Taroke are, marcover, both kmpurtant

Reasons for the Bullding of the Central Grosa-
Ialand Highway

T —————— ’
‘resscm far bulkling the Central Crom-liaad Highway. |
|
|
t
|

‘First, oatioaa] defeme required s raphd sand coxvealent
transport artery creasing the Central Mountain Rangs
‘und Hnking west und enst Taivwaun. Secund, the highway
‘was meeded to fuellitating national econommie developmment.
and axtaral remsaree development in moastsinoas
‘region. Third, ke comstruction created Job oppartuities
foe relitory veterana,

Exploration and Route Selection
Route sstling and surveying

‘This peeparation fer the Central Croas-liland Highway
Toegan b the putyme of 1949 when the Burcea of
'Highways staried oa paper ronta setting. Brom 1950 to
1he end af 1951, tires explaration toanm were dispatched
1o this aren for

‘exploratien. Thls route starts from Weshe, wiods ¥s way slong.
‘Zhnoami River, erocses Helman Msantoln, then fallows the corse
‘of Liws River cast and exds st Taroko.

‘Based on ecomomic dsvelopment und mittary comslderations,
 tesm eomduetes] site smrveya of two mevw runtes Hnking Telchang
nd Hualien, and Taichueg nad Luodung to stady thair fesslbllity
n 1954, After dstafled researeh and esrePul deliberaticn, the Sual
seclsian 10 cliness the Talclong to Hoalien rosiz as the main rosd.
was mads.

In Marsh 1985, the Crom-lskand Highway Development
‘Comasission was set up wnder the Vetarans Affairs Comcll.

‘The Conmission then estohlished fhe Highway Censtroctin |
Drepactment and Budget Planning Depertment. The Minkstry of
‘Ecomomie Affaira was respenafble fur ressarce rvestigatiea, while
the Buresa af Hgirways tosk charge of murveying wark. At the end.
01855, the Buresa of Highways sent 4 survey feams to condnct
rveying werk. Rach team had sheat 60 memhers, Including
ngiusery, serveging workers nad Iaborers. A tefal of about 240
pecpl wers avolved and it teok them § manths te complete thelr
srock,
The Ceatral Crees-Bland Higitway kas thres roads: the meain
read, tise branch road and fhe “supply roa”. The mafa roed

In the moumtaln area begius & Dongsi, winds s way up eloag.
the Dafias River, passes Liskan, crenses throngh Hehosn Yakon
(todiny's Diymling), i Pl th conrme uf the Live River et
efore I pases Guanyuan and ends xt Tarske. The branch road
starts froan Lishan and thes

Over 10,000 workers mobliized

Diffarent sections bullt simultancously i

Tn My, 1956, Ghe Vedernas
Affairs Counell convemed s
mesting an mule the decialon ts

‘were nooded per day. To
wuyply the mumpawer needed, @ total of showt 12,008 werkers
‘were mobllized, inchoding members of the Rettred Servicemens’
T e
training participants, snempioyed yeung people, youth particlpants

Engtacering Cerpa ware the largest grosp xad mads up over
ol of oll warkers.  ddtcn, serne abacigtoal pecp soo engaged.
I this mprecedemted biginway coustruction praject.

‘From routs etting en paper, dte-survey, design awd planing
ta coustruction, 1 tonk sbowt 18 eer to buld the Highrra. Astoal
road bullding werk took 3 years, 9 roatha and 18 dya to cumplets.
The ruject oint about 430 rllioe NT dlare el at ke 1800
‘woekers were kil or infured by sataral dsastees and comstrucion
ccldents. Aftr strenaous effrts, the Central Cross Isand Hightnsy
‘s opened io trali. The Higirmay oot oaly shextomed the distznce
betorsenthe cast and weet of Taiwas, ¥ also mads the breatie
taking laniacope of Tarokn Gorge snd the Central Mpuntaln Raoge
sccemtblsto paogle.

Constant denger
Many deatha and Injuries

‘Pacife Reglon. Typhooss snd earthquakes are haportant natural
‘phenomens of thy ialand.

Fuctag this threat of earthquakes and typhesns and & harsh and
nfnegiving working eavicanosest,the werkers bullding the Cestral
Cromsland Highway fucsd difficit challenges iroughout the

‘whea 1 Mt Tutwan. Natural disssters Nice fhoss ware comemon daring
the construstion peried.

‘What's mere, due to the sbseace of modarn comstruction
equionent bask thes, suoet workers maed dhovels, lunners wad
erowhars to da their wark. Rock mod earths werw removed mamsally
with these petaritiva toola Holes were drfled mannally tn which to

‘piacs caplesives 9 cut threugh the rock face. Howeres, fmappropristr
‘mmagerment and control practices often cansed carmalties o ch
pr——

‘Local residents of Tarokn, saw peogle carried out of the
onatraction cbe om stretehers every day back thes, Amang the
‘people whe died, many were kiled by landsides und futing rocks
 tecrible way. Curretly,a fotsl of 225 werikees whe died fo tine of
duty an the Highvwy are enelrined in the Etzroal Spring Sheinz,

Road Workers Sattied In the Mountsins
Developed High Mountaln Agriculture

Doring Highwiy scmstructise, furns were set up in several glaces
ke Xibao ts grow vegstubles and fraks for road workers. Afler the
Central Croes-Island Highway was cpaned to trafli, the Veloraas
Altalen Couml st e ct wp farmm in diffireat plases Hie
‘Wnling, Fashienslurn, Woshis xud Xibao to re-seie vetsruns, Some
‘oad workers dles established setflessonts alieg fhe Highvway nd
‘usde n iving by furming. Some of them murried Iecal aborlgius]
‘wemmen and boesxia ew resklents alsag the Highway. The
ererament eacuraged wnd prometed farming netitics n these
‘mountainons arees, n order ta bncrease teome of the reskdents.
Poople stacted ta grow fruls and vegetablos in fareas sloag the
‘Higirway and they became impoctant suppliers of suck agrienitarsl
‘peodnes In Tatwan.

The peaple and storiea of the bulkding of the Central
Cross-isiand Highway

Many people were irvetved in plamning, design, construction, snd
supply tor the Higheray balding. From bigh-racking eficials xad
‘celebritias to ordinary people, sverysne kas a touching stery sboat
he Central Creas-lalond Highvwsy. We will w present fouching

starkes of Mr. Chiang Ching-kuv, Lin Ze-bix, Jin Hang sad the
Foel'a CHHY.

Tha maln proponant of the highway- Mr. Chisng
Ching-kiso

ue”. The Kighay
‘728 the resut of tremendses eforts by Mr. Cilang, who was
then the Degraty Minister af the Veterans Affare Comcll

Ducia the survey and costraction Froces, betoek the lesd

1n 21 it cromstng momatutns, eeping and eating ontude,
enituring hardship aad facing dange. Qe o these vist,

‘which was “adventurons”, accordiog to Chireg, lasted a1 & fal.
three suoaths During the constroction perod, e often viited
‘coustrustion site In the mpaxtuias with » mall enterage fo mest
Toud woekers 1 persom zad expressed his eppreciation fo thetr
‘courage wnd effort. T even stayed snd speai Chimese Now Sear
‘wifh fheen! M. Chlzng onco 52, “Some ections of the Crose-
Inixad Highrray have bets apen ta trafe. Many visiters Hke
o beaifl sommaey snd maguifcact landscape ofthis r ft
Place. Bat few of themm knew this ighvway woald Rt have existed
wifhout the bard work s saceifios ofth veferaas "

Lin Zobin-a

wha took pert from start to finish

MrLinZe
bin eogaged I
fhe purveying
‘and cansteetion
‘work from start.
o i, Tn ks
‘memmnis, he seid
“tirle bighway is
he tramportation.
Ifrastructare
Fofect that 1 have Jut moet effart o 1y e, When we
‘candincted site surveys, T fte encountersd numerves ensts
m poisomoms nakes and hsd ts siraggle againet unpredictable

‘earthaquakes, Beed and typhosas. Esch batfls agninet such
adversty couldIne one o tweo endbe s L wa Incky emcaghh
to survive thers all. As the Cress-Island Highway cuts rogged
acantaing cnd decp valegs, scanetimen we had fo btk the
‘highway along steep eHff, which created wwprecedented techrles]
@ifficuitics. For exauiple, fhe results of oor alignment survey
el i e il point ercegeanent n the Taroko Gerge area
‘were challenged by professiennls from Germany, UK, France,
Ausralis,the US cad Jopan. The secien betwezn Tarcko aad
Tiguxlang i3 ancther cxample. Before we stactzd to bulld the.
‘highway here, in American consultant thoaght that # wonld
ke o kema thee e t cocnplte canatroetion a w did ot
have reck drills. But sventually it oaly ook ome year te finksh the
ik mdes my dheetion to carTy e Aritanzam speratics v
different sub-sections.” Afier the Central Cross-Isdnnd Highway
‘a8 wpemed t trafhc, M, Lix merer foegot s clleagua who
@i the camstroetion wock s weold vist the itzraa] Speimg
Shrine an the first day of every Chinese New Year to puy bls
respectn o fhem Tl he eaclod fhe age € 50, This axamal ritasl
‘wes carvind on for 49 comsscutive years befre he pasesd sway.

Jin Heng-illed! In the line of duty

Jin Hieng waa Section Chef of Xipan Coneirnction Eranch
n 1997, In the early merwing

of October 20, 1957, bo was. B
oxfortamatady killed I the Bue of

uty at the uge of 43 by 2 falling

Tock In am earthquake when he

inapected construction work an
 bridge. The bridgs crigualy

anued “Balleng Bridge” was Iater

‘nacmed after kim for kis dadlcation

Apark mumned afier his wus alse
‘allt next to fs beldge. In the.
park, there i » macmument erested
by Mr. Chlang Ching-kuo with s
Imsertption written by M. Chlen
Me.
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Caligraphy by Famaus Peopls Along the Highway

After fhe Ceatral Cross Istand
Highny wea apen o teafhc,
Taroko soon beemms frmons for
48 muing beanty. My vistare
‘came e, attractsd by its well-
deserved repatation; some high.
‘unking offcials from different
‘countries, KMT pealor leaders,

el s aetista ane eeiters eft 2 [

here, tacinding superb patntings

and touching Hierary works.

In 19608, some KMT semfer
Lender with Ieracy alest
and tamous calligrapliees left
caigrapiey works t exprems el udmiraticn for the beaaty
‘of the xwdecaps or dedication of the roed workers here. Sach
‘werka were fuscribed on concrete walls or citffh at some famious.
‘tupurint wites. Soane of these calligraphers were s follows: (1)
former Natlonal Policy Advisor and Ssaler Advisor Mr. Zkso
Fleng:t, & eaBigrapher speeialivng in Ml snd rrmuing hand
syian, o bt s ealipraply of foor charseiacs “Ls Go Chang
Qiog” (Literlly raeaning “Evecgroen Taroko) at fhe entrancs
dwml‘nﬁ-ﬂ-‘uuﬂ:mﬁm

A

e =
teacher of Mr. Chirng Ching-no mnd alo
 callgraphy amster of four differeat iyles,
particalacty runnieg-kand style. H loft his
calligrapkty of four characters “¥el Yan Ying
Ria® (LtersBly messing *fising swallaws
recting vidkera™) xt Swallow Grotto, (3)
Foemer Natisasl Palicy Advisse Linag s
‘cue, whe was 8 mastae calligraper spechalizing
n cursive and runnig hand styles et b
callgraphy of four characters “Jtu Gu Pan
Long” (Liferalty meastug “caried-up deagons
2t Nie Taroa) at the Trnel of Niae Taroe.

Avthme goss, the calligrapley works and
‘momnent tnscriptions ereated by secial
‘otablcs alomg the Cextral Crose Tsband
Higiway have become portixt cultural asets
o the Tacoko Natimal Pack. They disrve 10
‘o cherlsiod and el protected.

Hoauty and Borow—A Compromise
Between Development and Canservation

f the Centeal Crems-Jsland Highoay have ak
voved. On Nevamber 38, 1986, Troko Nutioaal
Park was entabliched amid ferce delate shoat
e impectuncs o sconcenks devalopoment and the
nzed for eaviromment proectca. Creation of the
Faxk wes o cocournging wivence for dammcstic
eavironmen protsction movemeat. The rols of tho
‘natmal pacc, which the Higirmay pasaes througi,
oas s skifted from faclating eccmomle aad
terien developmaent te focnsing on envirsamsent
petistion snd edpoetion. The Ceatral Cross-
Iuand ighwey now brings forelgn md Jecal
viitoe o Taroks sl reseats the spectacnlar
sommecy and rick cultural bttags of Tahwc to
thean.

Thi Central Cross-Taland Highvway % not snly &
ey transportation rents crosstag Taroko Naticaal
Park, bt e 2 roed festaring extraoedinary
divweetsy snd wstarel and cukura] besuty, s well
8 haportant hstorieal spaces s cuftural amet.
Stactiag by visiting, reswning aad profesiing
thia Highway xnd take roal ctions based sn the
tmmpiratio driwn a soch experiesten, warking
iand 0 o to presecvs the netural and caiteral
\tts of Tatwan and rebald land ethlcs e the
robicth of “Boutifl Iadand —Formosa™,
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Visiting the Central Guanyuaxn Ci'en
Cross-Island Highway €= N73am) €= 152.8m)
Guanyuon k localed on amountaln  The name C'en wess givan by
From piain to mountain, shouldr and a flat crea below Iato Proskiant Chiang Ching-
the Cantral Cross-island Highway meanders moundain ridge and s famous for ko, son of Chicng Ke-shek.
through broadieaved foreat, mbxed "‘::‘d”:"'ﬂ:'em‘- Thiy m Hhe bulcing :‘ﬂ"
T e L) mmmm:nnum Cl'en Youth Hostel wos ance o
et S YO g STV contuction period. Afle the ‘Quositiouse, Alter the highway

The Highway Ia llke & glant atriiing and
dynamic scrol Isndscape peinting,
‘with magnificent peaks and rocks, gorgeous
mountain valleys and watsrfalla, lush gresn
forests and flufly cloud of soa.
1t has attracted numerous local and forsign
Viskors since the Highway was open to
traffic. ) e
Artists and writors also set out thelr Journsy
here to sask inapiration.
Somo road workers call It home. -
Bome young people so 1t 85 a mustvislt

/ destination In Tatwan. e
- %ul] As 2 key transportation routs crossing
Taroko National Park, the Highiay hes bean
2 stage for many Iife atories, stories that
Peaple should kriow, appreciats, record and
rocount. %4 EEERU
Come and roam aiony Cantral Croas-aland
Highway, admire Its natural beauty and get
10 konow the stories of people hers.
‘Trasing fantastic history and stories, of tha)
land of this legendary rosd.

Highwey was opsnad o haic,

& maliencncs aquesd wos once
stofioned hers for malntenance work
on this eaction. In 1984, Guanyun
Youlh Hostel bull by China Youth
Corps was opsned fo he public.
Next yoox, CPC Corporllon set

up Ihe gas siation, fhe highest gas
sdation In Tabwem, hars.

opened I changed Info a bus
wolling 106m, and wos one of
Ihe accommodalion spofa for
Ihe Central Crous-lsicnd Highwry
HKing Team.
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(= 112km’© 1. 7kmden County
Baoyuling, originally colled Hehuan
‘Sadde Hehuan Yakou), was renamed
by M. Chiang Ching-uo afer Do Yu,
the diiigent fioad control snginest
In anclent Chint, Yo commenmotcte

#he hord-working 100d bulidens of the.
Cenfral Cross-isiand Highway. This is
‘whare tha men road of the Highway
Jokns Its Wushe branch road Ine and
the meeting point of the area of
rosponsibllly of Lishan Engineering
©Office and Hellu Enginesting Office

Waling € 35km) during fhve consiruclion period.

The otiginal siucture of Songe ,

- anskm) Lodge wos buit in 1963 and ussd

Becaise Wullng wos loccied on the o8 fravel lodge by former president

20uth side of Mi. Hehuon, In the ecrly Chiang Kak-shek. It sicsted fo

‘daya of Ceniral Crom-tsiand Highway provide oocomanodotion ko the

1t weas known ca Nanling. Lote, then public In 1969. The Foreary Bureau

Presiclent Chiang Kal-shek named B bagan scama-alle recanstruction

‘Wuling, Siing of 3,276 metem above the.

980 loval, Hhia ls the higheet point on oy
road in Tatwan.

In 1996 and the lodge was back.
In business In 2007. & Is naw the.
highaat mounicin hote! In Talwan.

bt i Prfct gt Trgaan e s

~ Cimu Bridge Swallow Grotto
(= 1729m €= 179

In 1964, cx Chiang Ching- Tannel of Ning Turns
Kuo Inepected the Cross-liand

Highway, this mcrble bridge was in {2 /178.7km)

1 process of being consinsched. Taroko Gorge Is word famous for B
was named Cim Bridge, recaling breath-tuing scensry. In paicusr,
e scicred moher of all who Ive the seciion from Swollow Grolio
{Yanzikeu) fo Tunnel of Nine Tums

Xibao, which Is famous for the Xibao

Luocahao beneath the heavens. This bridge

; s m"""h""m:“""’m was backy damaged by Typhoon Cluqudong) s e most spachcur

§ mm‘ has Highwey consiruction partod. After Dot In 1990, ond wos complelsly Mdmmu-d::r
m-&:rn-mm e Gy Wil DR, [ V@it il and clttached numerous wiikers and  Jinheng Biidge, ariginally caled
had spacial responsibilly for consiruction  Affalrs Council set up a farm here paliniers fo create thelr works here,  Ballang Bridge, wos rebultl aflet the
of the sasiem section of he Cross- 1o grow high-alifuds frult and B v eiginal constiuction of he Central

‘yogelables whers veterans coukd be'
resefiscl Cumenity, i children of

o vesberons sl moke o Iving by
faming here.

Cross-isiand Highway, and s name
‘won changed fo commemorale
Saction Chist Jin Heng who wos kdied
In 1957, As Typheson Ambar siruck In
1997, the deluiie of wates led fo he
Lridge baing desiroyed, and foday's
bridge was rebull by 2009,

!

Iskand Highway. Thers 13 ciso Lucshao
Youlh Hostel, nicknamed "the Btie White:
Houwe*, the construction of which was

compieted and usage began In 1974. 1t
s considersd o salislying reprasanialive,.
oty work by Tatwcaress archifect Han b 5:4bers
Pao The. It was ane o fhe maln lodging *
Tocalions of fhe Crose-iskand Highway
Hiking Team In earfer days.
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Changnang Tesipio. (el
wummuumwumll

Aftor e | Croms-lsiand Highway wos
‘opened fo frofic, Huollen Teurisn Associalion
requeshed Master $hi Xinaing, who wos bom
In Huallen, o telect & plocs for ihe femple

In fhe cloud forest zone, Is & glant

Lunia Fir and, of 3,200 yecrs old, It

¢169.5km)

lsthe. fron the

muen:‘”mn:?mwmw:’ Tiariang had the former name 1o ocdom fhe beculbul scenery of Taroko
‘age. This piace Is d mafor scenic: Tobido, and during ihe ro0d bullding Temple In 1962, and work wan Gorge. The she wos ssleched in 1961 ond the
ol o five Croms-iand highwey Phase 1 was known for a fime s completed in 1968. it is one of ihe continuction wodk begon In 1963 ot Infense

fund roising aciiviBes. The consinuction work

Dabetiou. Latet s neme was changad wmh!mkmmhdﬂn

o commemoraie Nan Song Dynasty
scholar-general Wen Tiamdang.
Tionxiang ks on Imporiunt fronsporution
pot and lodging lacafion on the
Canira Cross-isknd Highway.

beat-known sighis of Ihe Tlamdang
arec. In hicty 2003, wark on the nwwly.
‘condrucled Pudu Bridge drew fo
acanchalon, and B replaced ihe

‘acsiem medium sisvation section.

(OKd Provinclal Highway No. &)
Etemel Spring Shine wos estoblished In
1968, cnd enshiines ifie heroes who gave
thelr Ives buliding fhe Ceniral Cross-
Iskad Higtway. (n 1980, and 1987, o3 a
resist of nafurl iandsiides, damage was
cousec The bulcing’s cument Incamalion
‘wos compistely reconsiructed In 1985,

Highway Arch, bull In 1960, Is fhe.
‘snirancs point fo the highway. In
2005 B was closeified o a Hualisn
Courty historic siucturs,
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