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Abstract

Abstract

Keywords: Liwu River drainage basin, Taroko, industry, gold production, Shih-San-Hang Culture
1.0rigin of the research

Liwu River is an important watercourse on north side of the east region of Taiwan, with its
mainstem Chuo-Chi-Li Stream bearing the Hsi-La-Ke and Kuan-Yuan terraces’ group, the anabranch
Wa-Hay-Er Stream bearing the Tao-La-Se, Hsi-Chi-Liang, Ku-Muo-Hay-Er and Lay-Puo-Ke terraces
etc. The terraces of the anabranch Tao-Sai Stream are even better developed, including the larger
terraces such as Ta-Pi-Tuo, Tuo-Pu-La, Hsi-Pao, May-Yuan, Shan-Li and Tao-Sai etc. These terraces,
being the flat landform areas amid the high mountains and profound valleys, are the essential
allocations of the Atayal (or Truku) people’s settlements in recent period and the military veterans who
were assigned for the construction of the Central Cross Island Highway and emigrated after the World
War I1.

According to the existing data, the settlement distribution emerged during the late Neolithic age
in prehistoric time around the lower reach areas of the Liwu River; then the settlements of the Metal
age and the Eneolithic age extended to the middle and upper reaches. In the first half of the 17th
century both the Spanish and the Dutch who attempted to control the gold producing area made the
relations of the different ethic groups even more complicated in the Liwu drainage basin.

The purpose of this project is to study the subsistence system of the prehistoric men’s interaction
with natural environment in the upper, middle and lower reaches of the Liwu drainage basin through
the document research and the fieldworks of survey and excavation, to illuminate the change of the
human activities and the subsistence system, and to establish the relation system between the early
dweller and the natural environment in this region. Furthermore, in the course of the study of the
human and material movements’ relation and in the subject of the major long-term industry: gold
production of the Liwu drainage basin, we aim to expound the developments of the ancient and recent
human groups in order to provide the reference data for the continuing operation of the Taroko National
Park.

2.Protocol and methods

The methods of this research will follow the procedure below: (1) document review; (2)
archaeological survey and excavation; (3) ethnological investigation; (4) region history study; (5)
treatment and analysis of the excavated materials; (6) new publication research; (7) convergence of the
fieldwork data and the documentation; (8) final report completion and the proposition of the next stage
research theme based on the results of the 2007 project. The research includes 3 major approaches: (1)
human migration and the gold industry in the Liwu drainage basin; (2) interaction of the
Shih-San-Hang culture Bulowan type people and the inhabitants of east Taiwan; (3) issue of the decline
of the iron and gold metallurgy in Taiwan. The research contains the data collection of the human
activities of the Shih-San-Hang culture Bulowan type people in the upper and middle reaches, the
sampling excavation in the Bulowan site: the nominating site of the Shih-San-Hang culture Bulowan
type in the middle reach area, as well as the Tao-Sai site and the Shan-Li site with the same cultural
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attributes in the upper reach area, re-examination and to comparison with the Chungte site at the Liwu
River debouchure, general analysis of the cultural contents and the subsistence of the overall
inhabitants of the Shih-San-Hang culture through the data of the upper, middle and lower reach areas of
the Liwu River, and the further analysis of the unearthed iron scruff and the associated objects such as
pottery shreds and beads for the substantiation of the material cultural interaction.

3.Important discoveries

This project has carried out the excavations in the Bulowan site, the Tao-Sai site, the Shan-Li site
and the Chungte site. One slate coffin but few other remains have been found in the Tao-Sai site. Large
amount pottery shreds and an artificial pebble construction feature were excavated in the Shan-Li site
associated with several pillar holes, probably a house structure. Similar pebble feature and the pillar
holes have been unearthed in the Bulowan site. The re-excavation of the Chungte site has revealed lots
of potteries as well as animal bones associated with burials and pebble structure. The further
understanding of the human activities could be exposed by the archaeological analyses of these data.

4.Suggestions
A.Instantaneous feasible suggestions:

(1)To continue the further research on the same theme, to carry out wider studies of the archaeological
sites in the upper reach area, and the comparative study with the sites in the Nan-Tou County on the
west side of the Central Mountain Range and the Chichiawuan site in the Shei-Pa National Park, for
the connection with the early human activities and the interaction patterns in the Central Mountain
Range.

(2)To synthesize the previous studies into a history of the gold searching in the Liwu River drainage
basin, to extend the gold production history for more than one thousand years into the prehistoric
period.

(3)To register the studied archaeological sites in this research according to the Cultural Heritage
Preservation Law and to designate the Chungte site and the Bulowan site as Municipal
archaeological sites for the protection of these precious cultural heritages.

(4)To propose the County government and the Taroko National Park to maintain the proper status of the
site areas, especially to avoid the exceeding exploitations, and to perceive the irreversible influences
of the vegetation recovering of the archaeological sites in the National Park territory.

B.Mid/long term suggestions:

(1)The Taroko National Park Headquarters should designate the recognized archaeological sites as
historical relic preservation area during the future planning in order to illuminate the characteristics
of the early human history in this region and to augment the importance of the humanity resource of
the Taroko National Park among the world cultural heritages.

(2)The authorities that may concern should adumbrate the further program of the in situ exhibition on
the Chungte site or the Bulowan site based on the study results of the gold searching history in the
Liwu River drainage basin, in order to expound the importance of this humanity resource, and to
turn into the prominence of the social education in the Taroko National Park.
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The Formosan Encounter Volumelll 1646-, edited by Leonard Blussé & Natalié Everts.

2006 The Formosan Encounter — Notes on Formosa’ s Aboriginal Society : A Selection of Documents

from Dutch Archival Sources Volume I

Pl

© 1646-1654 > ™ Mgy WL N PAE o
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1. Copy of the Dagregister of the punitive
expedition to the Tallaroma and Vadan rebels
and the exploration of the Gold River, by senior
Merchant Cornelis Caesar, 19 November 1645
to 13 January 1646 (inserted by Governor
Corneils Caesar. Tayouan, 29 November 1656.)
Voc 1218, fol. 428-451.

(PP.20-40)

11 ditto : Early in the morninglthe decision was taken in the
council meeting to send the soldiers and Chinese to Supra the
next morning, supplied with provisions for five days. Besides,
it was agreed upon that the inhabitants of Pimaba and the other
neighbouring villages should transport fifteen sacks of rice and
three barrels of bacon to that place, so that our men would be
provisioned for fifteen days. In that way the army would be
sufficiently equipped to reach the gold-sites, and spend seven
days over there before returning to Supra. There they were to
find another supply of fifteen sacks of rice and a barrel of
bacon to serve them on the way back to Pima. The village
elders assured us that they would see to it that those provisions
were carried to Supra. The council also resolved to invite all
elders of the surrounding villages to attend the next landdag, to
be held in Pimaba on 5 January. Furthermore those elders, and
all villages, that had not yet paid their yearly tribute of
deerskins to the Company were told that they should do so at
our return. We left Sergeant Abraham van Aertsen together
with the Dutch interpreter of Pimaba to communicate this to
the elders, urging them to pay.

24 ditto : Sunday morning at nine we went an envoy to the
village to find out why they were procrastinating and not
bringing us as agreed more pigs, sweet potatoes and oebies.
Moreover, we wanted to know why the [village] elders did not
show up t hear what the Honourable Governor Frangois Caron
had to say [to his subjects]. Whereupon one of the elders came
to explain that the people still were busy pounding [rice] and
making cakes, but that they would come within an hour.
Around eleven the three former elders, Tarrinouw and the
others, came to bring us one pig and a large quantity of sweet
potatoes, oebies, some beans, millet and about fifty hens. We
rewarded them in their turn with the following goods: six
cangans, six strings of beads, one wallet filled with tobacco in
return for five pigs, fifty hens and a large quantity of sweet
potatoes. When this was done we announced the Honourable
Governor’s orders to them (fol. 439) telling them that, should
they agree to become loyal Company subjects, they had to pay
an annual tribute of one mas gold for every household. In
return, just like the other villages that were paying their tribute
in deerskins, the Honourable Company would ensure they
could live in peace. Because Taraboan could not come up with
any deerskins or any of the rice, we requested them to pay the
tributes with one mass of gold. They complied with our
demand, although they were not able to assemble much gold
this time, because recently they had bartered everything with
the people from the Bight of Cavalangh, and because they had
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not experienced the necessary strong winds and heavy rain,
which wash the gold down from the mountains. They said they
would see what they could gather and bring it to us the next
morning as tribute. In the meantime they request us to pay a
visit to Tarrinouw’s father, who was very old and ill, in the
village. This old patron possessed most authority. At about one
o’clock, after having discussed several matters with the
officers and others, I, Caesar, accompanied Mr. De Hooge,
besides Lieutenant Carsman and sixteen armed soldiers went
into the village and were received by the old man, Patsien,
who extended friendship according to their customs. After we
had sat with him for while, we proposed peace with the
Company to him and explained to him on what conditions it
could be concluded. Thereupon he consulted the three said
elders and told us that the next morning they would come up
with all the gold they could find. They also explained us that
only ten elders or braves in the village were able to pay tribute,
while the remaining people were poor and without means.
They owned nothing and did not take part in the collecting of
the gold. We could clearly distinguish the poor by the shabby
way they were dressed. Furthermore we went to look round the
village and view the houses of four elders. These happened to
be timber houses but the reminder, about sixty or seventy at
guess were built of cane and bamboo and appeared to be all
dilapidated and small. Finally we reached the northern edge of
the village and saw another twenty cottages next to a few
fields where sweet potatoes were cultivated. We could also see
the spot were they keep their vessels that are used in the fair
season to sail to Cavalangh, where they barter their gold for
cloth and deerskins. When we wanted to walk a little further
the elder spoke the word: ‘tabobroer’. This caused everyone to
go home, from which we concluded that they hid someone or
something secretly from us, but we did not observe anything
suspicious. Only we noticed that these poor creatures, out of
fear [for our soldiers], had barricaded several village entrances
with wood to prevent a sudden attack on their village. Upon
return to our camp, we discovered that all people had fled into
their houses and locked their doors. When we bade farewell to
the Elder Tarrinouw, who (fol. 440) accompanied us to the exit
of the village, we again reminded him to keep his word to
bring us the exit of the village, we again reminded him to keep
his word to bring us the gold the next morning, that is to say:
one mas of gold for every household, either to be paid by the
elders or by private persons. He replied that he would discuss
the matter with his fellow elders and that we could expect
them to come to us tomorrow. At about four o’clock we
returned at the camp and I, Caesar, summoned the council and
proposed to set out the next morning with forty or fifty soldiers
to inspect the Gold-Producing Gorge. | also volunteered to
come along. We would also try to find out more about the
so-called monkey like people about whom the Taraboan
[villagers], after we had been staying around for quite a while,
finally revealed to us that they were living high up in the
mountains at a distance of a seven hours’ walk in a certain
village called Soukou. [These people] are known to be armed
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with bows and arrows, and throw large stones down on
anybody who dares to approach the mountain. Because of this
the Taraboan people do not dare to intrude very far into the
gorge.

25 ditto: On Monday morning the next council meeting was
called and it was decided the I, Caesar, together with Mr. Den
Back and Lieutenant Gerrit Carsman, and forty of the boldest
men would examine the gorge. To that purpose we were
accompanied by the miner who was to take along his tools.
The expedition took off between eight or nine o’clock, leaving
Mr. De Hooge, Lieutenant Schiffelij as well as the other
officers and men behind in the camp in front of Taraboan, after
having recommended them to try their best obtaining the gold
from the [village] elders. Moreover they were ordered to
investigate in more depth the true circumstances of the village.
[...] This was close to a spot were we had seen a few bamboo
canes being tied together, hanging down from the steep slope.
After having taken off all our clothes and arms we were
carrying, we, besides one of our Pimaba allies, tried our best
climbing the precipice. However our efforts proved to be of no
avail as it was impossible for any Christian, even if he was not
hindered by the least of his attire not to speak of weaponry, to
advance any farther. Therefore we assumed that the inhabitants
are using this upward path only in cases of emergency when
they are being chased by enemies, with whom they are used to
wage war daily, when their retreat is blocked. The more so
because at several places we saw pitfalls with caltrops.
Afterwards we had this confirmed [by the Taraboan people]
when we asked them about it. While we were proceeding
stream-upwards, the miner explored the river at several places
in order to find out if any gold was to be found. This was,
however, as his search proved to be, all in vain. Not without
difficulty we returned to our friends in the camp at sunset .
From them we learned that the Taraboan people had proved
themselves to be very slow in meeting with our demand to
come up with the gold. Therefore our officers had decided to
send out an envoy to the village urging the inhabitants, if they
did not wish to incur our displeasure, to keep their promise of
paying the tribute. Finally at eleven they did appear, presenting
our men with a small basket filled with a few samples of thinly
beaten gold being of the same poor alloy as the samples that
had already been sent to Tayouan earlier. Our men showed
their dissatisfaction and ordered them to leave immediately,
telling them to come up with some of the good quality
gold-dust they were used to obtain from the river if they
wished to avoid unpleasantness and remain friends with the
Honourable Company. They told them that if they did not
observe our demand, we would come to fetch the gold with
sword [in hand]. Consequently the villagers became very
frightened and told us that they, even if they could pay for their
lives, could not meet our demand. They simply did not have
any gold-dust because it had hardly rained this year so that
they had not been able to collect any gold. To this our men
pointed out that the large pile of wood near our camp, which
they had fished from the river must have floated down the
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river after heavy rains. They had no answer to this, but
requested permission to leave as to see if they could still come
up with something. They kept their promise of returning the
same day, (fol. 442) as they came back by evening, presenting
us with a quantity of gold-dust of 2 1/2 real weight, which was
offered us by the old people. They declared that, even if it
would mean their death, they could not possibly come up with
any more gold, as there was nothing to be found any longer in
the entire village. Therefore they begged us to be satisfied with
the amount they had offered us. This, all together weighed: 2
1/2 real gold-dust, 25 real thin beaten gold of a poor alloy and
a little silver bar of five real. Yet, before returning to their
village they solemnly promised to present the Honourable
Company with a quantity of gold-dust of ten real of weight
annually and that should it happen that we did not pay them a
visit the next year, they agreed to supply the Company with
twenty real of gold the year after. Today we had fair weather
and a light northerly wind.

26 ditto : Tuesday in the morning when the council was
assembled, I, Caesar, proposed that it might not be wise to
divide the army into two troops, in order to visit the two
hamlets situated against the mountain slopes near the entrance
to the gorge. Furthermore, | raised the question of whether we
should continue our stay in Taraboan or whether it was time to
leave. As a matter of fact, because of the hardships already
faced during this expedition, the provisions for the soldiers and
Chinese were almost exhausted, besides there was no further
exploration for us to do on the gold-sites. Finally, for the first
time the Taraboan people had paid their tribute. Taking this
into consideration, we could not agree to visit the few
insignificant hamlets situated in the mountains, all the more so
because they were hard to reach which inevitably would
exhaust the men, whom we might need to be fit at other places.
In addition it was concluded that we had carried out our duty
by thoroughly exploring the local conditions of the village and
the Gold-Producing Gorge. As we also realized we were
running short of provisions, and as this place was too
insignificant to provide sufficient supplies for such an army,
we decided to leave next morning. We agreed to supply the
soldiers with fuse and as much bread as we had, in the
afternoon. So, we summoned the elders to come over to us in
order to offer their obedience to the Honourable Company and
to remind them of the tribute they owe us. On behalf of the
Honourable Lord Governor we would present Elder Patsien
with a [Company] cane with a silver knob, so that he could
prove at all times that his village belongs to the Dutch alliance.
Still these people were pretty scared, because they had been
ordered to bring in so much gold-dust, which they said they
did not have, and so could not deliver in time. For this reason
they (fol. 443) did not dare to come, fearing they would be ill
treated. After we had summoned them again in the afternoon,
they finally came to hear what the Honourable Governor had
to say. When we asked them why their tribute was lagging
behind, and they had given an amount that was worth 2 1/2
real only, they stuck to their former explanation and begged us
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for mercy. This was granted them, as we understood we could
not get more out of them. Then we presented Elder Patsien
with the [Company] cane that will be handed down to his son
Tarrinouw after his death. And as a reward for their assistance
during our stay outside their village, we gave the eight Elders
Patsien, father, Tarrinouw, son, Calou Cahis, Toulyn,
Loncknoy, Swang, Inanen and Sirarouw, two pieces of chintz,
eight ditto cangans, four little Dutch mirrors, ten ounce-nez,
twenty strings of beads and four wallets of tobacco. We told
them we wanted to leave next morning as no vessels or ships
had arrived yet. So we bade them farewell after we had
reminded them of their duty and obligations. By the evening
they brought us three more pigs, promising to bring us some
more sweet potatoes, oebies and millet cakes early next
morning. At nine o’clock in the evening it started to rain
heavily, which lasted until dawn, but we managed to keep dry
because we were staying in good shelters and had plenty of dry
wood to keep large fires burning throughout the night.

6 ditto: Saturday, a council meeting was held. I raised the issue
what we should do about the landdag, now that the fixed date
had passed and nobody had come except for the few said
elders of the eight villages who arrived the night before and
who had been invited to come over to Tayouan. Moreover,
whether we should still visit the villages Taroma and Sipien,
since those of Sipien (as we are informed) had said: “We do
realize we have killed a Dutchman, so if the Dutch want to
revenge him, let them come to us. We are awaiting them”.
Also, three days ago when we arrived in Pima, most of our
men were hale and hearty, whereas now, after having taken a
rest, already more than thirty Dutchmen and a large number of
Chinese have fallen ill. Among all these men was a Chinese,
who arrived a strong man, but had already died before we
departed. So | raised the question whether we should stay on
for a while or should instead leave and return to Tayouan. On
the first subject it was decided not to visit any more villages,
not only because of the weakness of most of our men, but also
because the hamlets were located high up in the mountains, so
that we could not punish them by burning down their houses.
Besides, they could easily injure some of our soldiers which
would seriously undermine the inhabitants’ respect for the
Company, and just now their respect for us had waxed because
of the punishment of Vadan. Yet, this had frightened the
neighbouring villages; so that only a few headmen came to
attend the landdag. Therefore, when these savage, foolish
people do not respect us, the landdag cannot be held. For this
reason we decided to postpone it, and not distribute the
Company canes we had wanted to hand out on this occasion,
the more so because none of the inhabitants were willing to
stop waging war against the others. We also decided to leave
the next morning and continue our journey, after (fol. 450) the
soldiers and Chinese have been supplied with provisions, so
that we do not have to fear more cases of illness. It was
decided to recall Sergeant Abraham van Aertsen from Pimaba,
and station Acting Sergeant Jan van Maastrigt there, with eight
soldiers and both interpreters, until further orders from the
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Honourable Lord Governor. [It was also decided] that we
would hand over all Company goods to the said Maastrigt.
Consisting of: 4500 catty rice, one barrel of meat, 60 jugs of
vinegar, four sacks of Japanese rice, 75Ib. gunpowder, 1000
bullets, 18 strings of Dutch fuse, two shovels, ten jugs of oil,
12 ditto of wine, 28 brown cangans, ten wallets with tobacco.
18 catty pepper, 15 cangans, three hats, one pair of shoes, 1 1/2
books of gold-leaf, two spades.

2. Copy of a brief account of the gold-sites near
Taraboan, the punitive expedition against the
rebellious villages, the organization of the
landdag as well as a brief recommendation for
future officials by senior Merchants Cornelis
Caesar and Nicasius de Hooge.
Tayouan, 18 January 1646,
Governor  Cornelis  Caesar.
November 1656).

VOC 1218, fol. 422-427.
(PP.45-46)

(inserted by
Tayouan, 29

fol. 422: After our departure on November 30 last, the army
met with great difficulties in crossing the terribly high, steep
mountains. At places the path we took was littered with large
rocks. Several rivers were running so fast that at times the men
were knocked over by the force of the current. If we had not
been assisted by the Pima inhabitants, it would have been
impossible to keep the troops’ goods dry, and without losing
anything at that. We would also have run the risk of losing
soldiers who got drowned in the rivers, which did not happen
thanks to the Pimaba men. We marched on steadily, and
between nine and ten o’clock on the morning of December 23,
having crossed the so-called Gold-Giving River, we reached
the village Taraboan, or Tabrilis as it is called by the villagers.
Compared to all the other inhabitants we had met on our way,
we found them extremely civilized and clever. Lest they
should not find out the true reason for our arrival right away,
we asked them if they had heard if any ship or vessel had
landed in their neighbourhood. We made them believe that
these ships were to pick us up and bring us to Quelang, so that
they had no idea what we were doing. In the meantime we
searched every nook and cranny at the foot of the mountains
north of the village. Also, on December 25, Mr. Caesar set out
to the gorge where gold is found, in the company of a troop of
forty brave soldiers who knew what to do [should an enemy
attack], in the company of an expert on gold-mining who had
his tools with him, Junior Merchant Den Back and Lieutenant
Gerrit Carsman. He marched into the gorge as far as the
soldiers could (fol. 423) manage with their muskets. He then
sent the lieutenant and the bugler deeper into the gorge to see
if they could proceed any farther. But after having advanced
the distance of a musket shot, they were forced to turn back
because a waterfall and large rocks in the river which were
blocking their way. They claimed it was impossible to go on.
Meanwhile, the expert had set to work to look for gold, but did
not find a single indication that any gold was to be found in the
river. So we went on marching into the gorge for about four
hours, until we were facing terribly steep marble cliffs. Water
came cascading down from several places into the fast-flowing
Taraboan River that leads to the sea. We also discovered a path
that led up the steep cliffs. These had to be climbed by using
bamboo canes, and Lieutenant Carsman undertook an attempt.
But, he was forced to return because it was too steep. At dusk
we returned to the camp without having found any gold. This
corresponded with what the village people had told us when
we inquired about the possibility of finding gold. Because of
all this it becomes clear how little gold is collected from the
river every year. We believed them, as it was obvious they are
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only poor people, except for eight or ten of them who are
dressed in cangans in the Cavalangh style and who seem to be
the authorities in the village. When we informed the latter that
if they wished to become friends and subjects of the Company,
they had to follow orders of the Honourable Lord Governor
and pay an annual tribute in gold, namely one mas of gold for
every household. We expected them to do so tight away, As we
counted about 70 houses, we fixed the tribute at a weight of
ten real of gold-dust. They agreed to pay this amount in future,
but could not settle it this time, even if were it to cost them
their lives, because they had (fol. 424) exchanged all they had
recently. They would see if they could gatter anything in
order to satisfy us at least a little, and to observe their
superiors’ orders. They managed to come up with gold-dust to
a weight of 2 1/2 real, 25 real ditto thin beaten gold of a very
poor alloy, and five real of ditto silver.

[...] After this a brief report about our exploration of the
gold-sites, the punishing of the rebellious villages and
everything concerning the landdag, we feel obliged to fulfill
His Honour’s orders to communicate our findings: In the first
place, nothing can be accomplished with an army of this size
or the one that was sent out during the time of the late
Governor Traudenius. Formost because of the provisions
which have to be transported with tremendous effort. The
second reason is that the amount of gold that can be extracted
there, or which they keep hidden away, can never even cover
the expenses of such an expedition. In the third place, time and
experts are needed to investigate the said gorge and river when
it is convenient. When we have found these experts, they will
have to stay there and a group of twenty to 25 men should visit
them yearly, who, I believe, should be able to pass there safely,
because all the inhabitants of the gorge tremble with fear ar the
mere mention of the Dutch.
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