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abstract

Tayal culture consigns religion to be a part of human
cultural activities in combining man and nature. Emphasis is
placed on sharing with one’s fellows, and living peacefully in
harmony with nature and the super-natural.

Patas, or facial tattooing, is a vital element of Tayal culture.
Tattooed elders living in different areas and different groups all
have a common recognition, that the facial tattoos are an
emblem signifying tribal affiliation, a glorious symbol that
denotes the Tayal view of the universe. The Patas also embodies
core values of tribal identity and belonging. Under this symbol,
interpersonal and intrasocial feelings are invigorated and
solidified.

The data in this paper come from direct interviews with
thirteen tattooed elders, two middle aged Tayal with tattoos,
and twelve chiefs and important elders.? From these first-hand
data, three important facets of Patas culture were delineated.
First, explaining how the Patas culture is narrated and
extrapolated to other Tayal. Second, the meaning of the
tattooing inks or dyes in nature and life. Third, during the
tattooing process, how the ancestral spirits (utux) directly
participate in and confirm the ritual.

Most relevant research examines the Tayal Patas, or facial
tattoo, horizontally from the human aspect. This paper attempts
to provide “others” with a three-dimensional view, incorporating
social interactions, nature, and the supernatural perspectives.
The general reader and ethnographer alike may examine,
appraise, and evaluate the cultural symbolism behind the
tattoos from this angle.

In conclusion, this paper brings up issues concerning facts,
causes, 3D cultural research, and the concept that “the wutux
(ancestral spirits) took back the Tayal Patas.”

Key words: Tayal, patas, utux, gaga, ppatas’ ~ ritual

% All interviews were conducted in the Tayal language, and audio-visual recordings were

made for future reference.

* Tayal, Patas, utux, gaga, and ppatas are all Tayal words. Tayal means both the tribe
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