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The Ethnobotany of Formosan aborigines, Atayal and
Saisiat in the Shei-PaNational Park

<Summary>

Ethonobotany is a new science which studies and records our
ancestors use of botanical resources from natural environment,
having as its aim the preservation of their cultural legacy, the use of
different plants caused by the different life style of culture. For
example, Taiwan aboriginal used millet as staple food, and Han tribe
used rice, and American indian used corn.In Taiwan in recent years,
rapid industrialization and commercialization have caused enormous
changes in our way of life and in the way we utilize natural
resources. Ancient customs of plant utilization are gradully disappearing
from all levels of our society. The younger generation is already unable
to recognize plants that were widespread a few decades ago, and unless
we accord due importance to this precious cultural resource it may be
lost altogether. The Shei-Pa National Park has beautiful scenery and
abundant natural resources. The aboriginal inhabitants include the
Atayal, and the Saisiat tribes. They have lived and hunted in the park
area in the past. The early inhabitants of the park arca developed
distinctive ways of utilizing plants. The results of our study, on the
various uses of plant are described below under the heading
of “Articles used in Daily” , “ Articles used in ceremonies of
veneration” , “Medicines” and “Initiation” , “Birth, “Marriage” ,
and “Death” . This study provides background information for

conservation managemeat and education.
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