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The Investigation of The Ecological Behavior on Mandarin Duck in Wuling Area (IV)
Chang Yen-ling

Abstract

The typhoon this summer had a great influence on the streams in Wuling Area.
The growing aquatic plants were washed out by the rushing river. Moreover, the
coming of Typhoon Krosa in November caused more damage to the Chichiawan
Stream, the mandarin duck habitat, and streams of the Wuling Area, making the
mandarin ducks in a great shortage of food.

Respectively inspecting the man-made nest boxes of the mandarin ducks in
March and May, it was found that they did not use them at all. Instead, it was squirrel,
polatouche and Sitta europaea that used the man-made nest boxes. In addition, there
were no signs of mandarin ducks in a hole of a tree this year. A camera with infrared
rays was set up above the tree hole. Animals that ever paid a visit to this hole were
owl, Petaurista alborufus, Callosciurus erythraeus, Sitta europaea and Parus
monticolus.

In the beginning of this year, it was found that some drakes exhibited feathering
disorder on their foreheads and it was like crust. It was a case study or disease can
only be confirmed by further consulting to experts.

The population fluctuations in Fushan Botanical Garden were not huge this year.
A duckling was found in the ecological pond since June and it was still there. On the
other hand, a big tree near the pond was blown down by Typhoon Krosa and the
man-made nest box on the tree fell into the pond. The nest box cannot be used
anymore, but the falling tree provided a more hidden place for mandarin ducks to rest.

Keyword: Wuling, man-made nest box, Fushan
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