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The purposes of this research were to monitor the influence of
typhoon on the distribution and community structure of stream
birds and on the breeding performance of common dipper (Cinclus
pallasii), in Chichiawuan Stream, Sheipa National Park. Survey
was conducted monthly but for July, and we recorded their numbers
and along the stream by binoculars. During the breeding season,
breeding habits and diet of some bird species were also
documented.

August 2004 Typhoon Ali affected the abundance of most
stream bird species in the following year in different levels. During
January-June 2005, the population of common dipper decreased by
11.8~71.8%, as compared with the past two years; likewise, those
of plumbeous water redstart (Phoenicurus fuliginosus), Formosan
whistling thrush (Myiophoneus insularis), and little forktail
(Enicurus scouleri) decreased by 4.4~38.8% (excepting in June),
42.8~75%, and 31.2~100% (excepting in April), respectively.
Populations of these waterbirds further decreased when three
typhoons swept study site in July-September. Although numbers of
most species rebounded in November, but only the common
dipper’s number came back to last year’s level.

After the Typhoon Ali disaster, only six pairs of the common

dippers breed this year, with just one and three fledglings produced
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at two nests, respectively. Number of plumbeous water redstart
fledglings averaged 1.54 + 0.65 birds per nest (n=26), totaling 40
fledglings, constituting 37% of the total population. This
proportion was higher than before.

From 23 June to 6 July, a 7-day observation made at the
Bridge Wansong showed that of 77 food items brought to Formosan
whistling thrush nestling, 63 could be identified into taxa, and they
composed of insects (60.4%), Sauter’s Frog (Rana sauteri) (33.3%),
earthworms (6.3%), and lizards (1.6%). Result of pellet analysis
showed that spectacle toad (Bufo bankorensis) was tawny
fish-owl” s (Ketupa flavipes) most commonly eaten prey, and the
owl" s selection for the toad was even higher than the most

abundant Sauter’s Frog.

[ Key words] : breeding, diet, stream bird, typhoon
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