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Ecology and Population of the Mandarin Duck at the Chichiawuan
Stream (IV)
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From January to November 2002, we studied the population, food
habit, and breeding behavior of the Mandarin ducks (Aix galericulata)
along the Tachia Stream and its upper tributaries, Chichiawuan and
Jiozen Stream, in the Shapa National Park. The duck population
doubles the size of last year one that declining, and typhoon is less
than last year as well. Animal matter in the diet increased in
spring, while decreasing in fall. In Jiozen Stream, duck diet had
higher plant matter in proportion than in Chichiawuan Stream, as a
result of higher coverage of plant in Jiozen. There is a greater
number of ducks breeding in Jiozen Stream, in which original
forest is more abundance. Nineteen bird nests established in our
study area have not been used by ducks yet, and it is assumed that

nest height are too low to be accepted.
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