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Abstract

The objective of this study was to start from the spatial and social
structures of Shei-Chien area (including Shei-Chien recreational area and the
nearby eight tribal settlements of so called Pei-Shih group) in a discussion of
future operation model in the development of Shei-Chien recreational area. In
the aspect of spatial structure (or physical environment), Shei-Chien recreational
area used to be the inhabitancy of Atayal Tribe. However, in the past few
decades, there has been little business activity whatsoever taking place in the
area. So the ecological environment in the area is able to remain intact, and the
place is absolutely ideal for developing into an eco-cultural tourist area.
According to our evaluation in this study, on top of its excellent natural
circumstance, the cultural background, especially the aboriginal cultural
background, can be highlighted and featured as the uniqueness of the future

recreational area.

Currently in our country fellow men and women are very much into
travelling as their newly found pastime, especially favoring in driving around in
their own passenger cars. The ratio of taking overnight trips is also on the
rising, and national parks emphasizing nature have always dominated on the
travel destination list. Following this indicative trend, we are certain that once
established, Shei-Chien recreational area, which located in the Shei-Pa National
Park, will become one of the extremely important scenic spots in the mind of

those planning for their next outings.

As to the structural aspect of the neighboring aboriginal society, the
traditional chief system is gradually fading away due to the erosion from the

administrative authorities of public services elected by the local residents



democratically. The chief position no longer does mean much in practical
function beyond a mere figurehead title in cultural sense. Furthermore, there
were for the past decades various western church organizations, modern
agricultural associations, etc. getting woven into the present local social power

structure and having made it ever so tedious and complicated.

Since the eight tribal settlements of Pei-Shih Atayal is no longer a collective
social group but rather scattering around spatially as if a shattered pottery
beyond repair. This situation would cause difficulties to the future recreational
area administration if they intend to join forces with nearby tribes to develop
“Eco-cultural Tourism.” However, in the past one or two years, the local area
has some signs of voluntary social organizations appearing, and some consensus
formed gradually among local people in the directions of reconstructing tribal
culture, conserving environment, and promoting tourism. The former crises

and worries have now changed into bright new opportunities.

Although it is understandably quite difficult, this study would still like to
make an enthusiastic suggestion to the park authority to actively help the local
tribes in establishing an integrative organization. It is for the sake of engaging
in joint efforts with the participation of local aborigines to beautify the
environment, revitalize cultural traditions, etc. Plus the training of skillful
aboriginal tour guides and narrators has to be started well in advance and
schematically in order to get the best results. It is also necessary to equip them
with business management knowledge. As to the study’s suggestions about the
construction concept of the area administration toward the interior of the
recreational area, we feel the less tangible construction the better. For
inevitable construction of this sort, try to space them apart. On the other hand,
the headquarters is urged to make more efforts to construct informational

networks, and try to provide all sorts of imaginable recreational resources. This



move would not only lessen the pressure felt by the tourists seeking recreation
means inside the area, but also help to create more job opportunities for the local
people. It is also suggested that setup of a counseling committee between the
headquarters and neighboring tribes ought to be considered for the purpose of

establishing a practical mechanism of mutual interaction.
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