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Abstract

I.  Study Purpose

The development of urban renewal in other countries is evident from the course of
changes taken: the initial phase involved urban renewal that emphasized the
reconstruction of slums and placement of low-income families, which then
transformed to the theme of urban reuse that stressed the reuse of existing
architectures. The 1980’s witnessed drastic inflation with soaring petroleum prices,
which led to urban redevelopment centered on the transformation and enhancement of
urban functionalities. In reality, urban redevelopment took place under the guise of
commercial activities in the real estate sector. From the 1990’s onward, concepts of
urban regeneration emerged with emphases on the integration of urban environment,
economy, society and even the sustained development of culture.

The revitalization and reuse of historical space pose a challenge to the conventional
imagination of society on temporal space. Space should not merely be seen as a
resource or limited to the planning of territories but rather an element that inspires
energies to move the hearts of people. It is a worthy endeavor to touch on topics such
as “Should the methods of urban renewal transcend beyond the boundaries of
commercial activities to subtly include the contexts of historical space vitalization and
sustained culture?” and “Aren’t the causes for ‘reduce’ and ‘reuse”, in fact, aligned
with the concepts of sustained development?” And as such, through secondary data
discussion, expert seminars/interviews and analyses of case studies, this project shall
dwell on the topics of historical space revitalization/reuse and sustained development

for urban renewal and propose feasible solutions.

Il Study Methods and Process
The research methods used for the purpose of this research include “secondary data

collection and analysis” and “focus group interviews”.

Vil



1. Secondary data collection and analysis
With regards to the collection of relevant literatures, apart from gathering
available data on pertinent regulations on the models of historical architecture
reuse enforced abroad, accounts on the historical background of historic space
revitalization/reuse and urban renewal models implemented in other countries
have also been provided to ensure a deeper understanding.
2. Focus group interviews
Over the course of the research, a total of three expert seminars were held to
elicit discussions on the themes of “Actual case studies on the implementation
schemes of renovation and restoration, bulk transfer and management maintenance”
“Analysis of case studies on historical space and urban renewal sustained
development” and “Recommendations on amendments of existing laws or revision of
contents for historical space and urban renewal sustained development” for historic
architecture revitalization/reuse and gather opinions on the integration of relevant
laws. These opinions may be used as basis of reference for the amendment of relevant

laws in the future.

111 Important Discovery
(I). Learning about the concepts, origin and contents of “historical space,
urban renewal and sustained development”
1. Learning about the concepts, origin and contents of “historical space,
urban renewal and sustained development”
2. Becoming aware of how “historical space, urban renewal and sustained
development” is implemented abroad
(I1). Discussing the status of promotion of the systems for “urban renewal” and

“historical space” in Taiwan

-1 X-
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1. Discussing pertinent regulations, framework and contents of “urban
renewal” in Taiwan
2. Learning about the approaches of reuse and preservation for “urban
renewal” and “historical space” in Taiwan
(111). Compiling expert opinion and suggestions for “historical space” and
“urban renewal” in Taiwan
1. Recording of the progression of the three
“Industry/Government/Academia Symposium”
2. Compiling the results from all of the three
“Industry/Government/Academia Symposiums”
(V). Discussing the issues of challenges faced by “historical space” and “urban
renewal” in Taiwan and interpretations on the results of the discussion
1. Analyzing topics on regulations discussed at the symposiums and
suggestions
2. Reviewing the impacts of existing regulations on the progression of

historic architecture revitalization/reuse in Taiwan

IV Main Suggested Agenda
Following the aforementioned section on “Significant discoveries”, discussions
on the solutions of important issues during the course of historic architecture
preservation and reuse were conducted. The conclusions and suggestions of this
research are provided below:
(I). Feasible suggestions that can be implemented immediately: Preservation

of valuable historical space during the implementation of urban renewal

Competent authorities: Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of Interior,
Council of Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan

Description: the current process of urban renewal primarily emphasizes

reconstruction, while considerations for historical spaces were ignored, as



()

(1.

e

complete demolition became the convenient way out. Therefore, for the
sake of historical space preservation, relevant factors should be duly
regulated in the renewal plans so that when the board of committee
reviews the plans, valuable historical space would be preserved. It is
recommended that Construction and Planning Agency work together with
the Council of Cultural Affairs to evaluate the designated sites of urban
renewal to determine the areas of valuable historical space to prevent
negligence on the planners’ part in implementation so as to accelerate the
speed of construction.

Feasible short-term suggestions that can be implemented: Bulk rewards
should be given to historical space during the process of urban renewal
Competent authorities: Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of
Interior

Description: Article Six of the Regulations of Bulk Reward for Urban
Renewal states that “The following formula shall be adopted to calculate
the bulk reward for complete/partial preservation, facade preservation,
restoration to original state or other means of preservation/maintenance of
target building deemed to have cultural/monumental/artistic values
approved by relevant competent authorities...” However, the reward does
not apply to restorations of historical space. In light of the fact that green
architectures have been included as eligible candidates for the reward, it is
therefore recommended that another award of appropriate significance be
given to historical space.

Feasible short-term suggestions that can be implemented: Comprehensive
census on historical space revitalization/reuse

Competent authorities: Council of Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan

-XI-
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(IV).

Assisted by: Local cultural organizations and township development
agencies

Description: responsible cultural organizations and urban development
units shall conduct comprehensive census on historical space protection
for sites and neighboring areas that have already been designated as
historical spots/registered as historic architectures or other types of cultural
assets.

Feasible middle to long-term suggestions that can be implemented:
Drafting the guidelines for historical space preservation and perimeter
building regulation for designated sites of urban planning

Competent authorities: Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of
Interior

Assisted by: Council of Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan

Description: in order to maintain the overall view of urban landscape,
factors such as building height, color, appearance and overall landscape
should be duly regulated for designated sites of urban renewal to ensure
proper conservation of historical space and maintenance of domestic

cultural landscape.
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