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Figure 1 The hierarchy of building blocks

Local Authority Districts or Unitary Authorities/London Boroughs
(building up to higher areas - counties, GORS, etc.)

Upper Layer SOAs minimum population around 25,000
whole scheme nests within LAs  (not yet developed)

Middle Layer SOAs 7,193 units

will nest within Upper Layer minimum population 5,000
average population 7,200
released August 2004

Wards 8,800 units
average population 6,000

Lower Layer SOAs 34,378 units
nest within Middle Layer minimum population 1,000

Output Areas and Lower Layer SOAs average population 1,500

nest within Census Standard Table released January 2004
Wards (January 2003)

Ward boundary change will progressively Output Areas 175,434 units (E&W)

break the relationship with wards nest within Lower Layer minimum population 100
average population 300
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Source records grid referenced
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