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The Naturalization, Restoration and Loss of the Nationality of the Republic of China for the Year 2004
· In 2004, 6,552 persons were naturalized, 3.5 times or 5,087 more than in 2003. This is attributed to a change in the law in 2000, in which three years of residence are required for foreign spouses of R.O.C. citizens to become naturalized. 

· Most of those naturalized were women (80% from Indonesia and Vietnam) and 98.3% of them acquired citizenship due to marriage with a R.O.C citizen. 

· On the other hand, 824 persons lost their R.O.C. nationality in 2004, 5.2% less than the previous year; 62.6% became aliens voluntarily; 51.5% became Japanese nationals.

· In 2004, 143 persons had their R.O.C. citizenship restored, a 34.9% increase over the previous year; 61.5% of them were previously Japanese nationals.

Nationality of the Republic of China is acquired, lost, restored and revoked in accordance with the Law of Nationality.

I. Naturalization: The Law of Nationality was substantially revised in 2000 to include stricter conditions (e.g. number of years residing in the country, number of days staying legally in the country yearly and proof of finances). The result was a sudden decrease in the number of naturalization between 2001 and 2003. In 2004, 6,552 were naturalized, 3.5 times more than in 2003. Among them, 3.7 times or 5,078 more were foreign spouses of R.O.C. citizens. This is the result of a change in the law in 2000, requiring that foreign spouses of R.O.C. citizens reside legally in Taiwan at least 183 days yearly for three consecutive years.
1. Classified by gender: 111 or 1.69% were males, while 6,441 or 98.31% were females. In recent years, alien females married to R.O.C citizens accounted for the majority of the naturalized. The percentage has risen since 1997. From 2001-2003, the percentage fell slightly to 91%. The percentage rose in 2004 to 97.24%. In that year, 6,371 female foreign spouses of R.O.C. citizens naturalized, a 375.45% or 5,031 increase over 2003.
2. Classified by reason: 6,438 or 98.26% were due to marriage to R.O.C citizens; 55 or 0.84% were naturalized voluntarily or along with their blood relations, 42 were minors whose parents or foster parents were R.O.C. citizens, 10 had a father or mother who is or was a R.O.C. citizen, 3 were naturalized after having resided legally in the R.O.C. for at least 10 years and 3 were the foster children of R.O.C. citizens. One was born in the R.O.C with either mother or father also born in the R.O.C.
3. Classified by nationality: Among the naturalized, 2,891 were previously Indonesian, 2,351 Vietnamese, 690 Cambodian, 323 Filipino, 125 Burmese and 63 Thai. With a total of 6,443 persons or 98.34%, most of them had married R.O.C. citizens. 

II. Loss of R.O.C. nationality: In 2004, 824 lost R.O.C. nationality, a 5.18% decrease over the previous year.

1. Classified by gender: 320 or 38.83% were males and 504 or 61.17% were females.

2. Classified by reason: 516 or 62.62% voluntarily renounced R.O.C. nationality; 199 or 24.15% lost R.O.C. nationality as a result of marrying aliens; 99 or 12.01% lost R.O.C. nationality along with their parents; 5 lost R.O.C. nationality by being adopted by aliens and another 5 by being acknowledged by their natural fathers.

3. Classified by nationality: Among those who lost R.O.C. nationality by becoming aliens, 424 became Japanese, 109 Korean, 88 Singaporean, 70 German, and 68 American nationals. Most of them renounced R.O.C. nationality voluntarily.

III. Restoration of R.O.C. nationality: Those who have lost R.O.C. nationality and currently reside in the R.O.C. are eligible to apply to have their R.O.C. nationality restored. In 2004, 143 had their R.O.C. nationality restored, a 34.91% increase over the previous year.

1. Classified by gender: 55 or 38.46% were males and 88 or 61.54% were females.

2. 88 or 61.54% of them were Japanese nationals.

IV. Revocation of R.O.C. nationality: In case of failing to acquire a foreign nationality, those who applied to renounce their R.O.C. nationality may apply for revocation. In 2004, 18 (6 males and 12 females) successfully applied for revocation of R.O.C. nationality. Among them, 6 voluntarily renounced R.O.C. nationality, while 8 were spouses of aliens and 4 lost their R.O.C. nationality as a result of their blood relations.
