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Population Quantity and Distribution of Taiwan Salmon
(Oncorhynchus masou formosanus) in 2023

Abstract

Between June and November 2023, researchers conducted visual surveys using
snorkeling to examine the population structure, quantity, and distribution of Taiwan
salmon (Oncorhynchus masou formosanus). The total wild population surveyed
reached a historic high of 18,630 individuals. The primary distribution areas of the
salmon population are the Qijiawan River basin and the Hehuan River basin, housing
9,235 and 7,836 individuals respectively. The habitats of Luoyewei Creek and
Yousheng Creek are unstable, leading to notable fluctuations in population numbers.
During investigations of Leshan Creek and Piluchi, the turbidity of the river water
affected the investigation results. In Sijielan Creek (Zhijiayang Trail 3.1K) , a newly
added observation site, researchers observed the salmon released several months ago.
Between May and July 2023, 1,000 individuals were released into Sijielan Creek
(Zhijiayang Trail 3.1K), and 500 individuals were released into Yousheng Creek. In
November, 1,000 fertilized eggs were released into Zhongyangjian River.

Key word: Taiwan salmon, population quantity, Qijiawan River, Hehuan River,
Luoyewei Creek, Yousheng Creek, Leshan Creek, Piluchi, Sijielan Creek,
Zhongyangjian River
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