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Abstract

Abstract

Keyword: dementia, residential long-term care institution, special care unit
I. Research Rationale

The number of elderly in Taiwan has over 3,430,000 since 2018. It has meet the
standard of aging society. It is estimated that the number of elderly will rise up to
20.6% of total population. According to the report of Misistry of Health and
Welfare(MHW), the prevalence of dementia between elderly is up to 8%, therefore
the number of people with dementia could be over 260,000.

In order to strengthen the service of long term care to those with dementia,
MHW has set up and modify a plan of setting up special care unit in senior citizen’s
welfare institution. In 2007, which claims the standards of establishing special care
units. In 2017, the standards of establishing long-term care institution has been built
up. In which, special care units are included in domiciliary care institution.

There are differences between special care unit, long-term care facilities and
nursing homes. The way of unit care design is taked in spatial design. 16 people are
the maximum of care-receiver. The unit are equipped with a kitchen, living room, and
bedroom to make the residents have the sence of ‘feeling at home.” Nursing-patient
ratio is 3, other professionals such as physical therapist, dietitian and so on are also in
service to offer a complete service, hence reduce Behavioral and psychological
symptoms of dementia(BPSD), matain the independency of elderlies.

For the sake of lifting up the life quality of those with dementia, the aim of this
study is to find out the problems of special care unit in Taiwan nowadays. By
reviewing literatures, interviewings, data analyzing and holding focus group, the
needs and requirements of setting up a suitable environment for people with
dementia are found.

Il. Method

Xl



RN ERBET MATERES R 277

First, this study investigates the dilemmas and problems while establishing
special care units domestically and abroad. By analyzing and sorting data, advices and
suggestions are brought up and modified to fit the circumstances in Taiwan.
Interview with professionals from government, industry and university are
introduced afterwards in order to get more comprehensive perspectives. This
primary results would be modified by professionals via holding focus groups
afterwards.

lll. Result expected

With these study methods above, the design factor index was developed and
case study for reference were sorted in the report as an instruction manual. The
results could be a helpful tool for those who runs the institution, architetures and
officials as a reference to make the special care unit become a friendlier and more

personalized place for those with dementia to live.

XV
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