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The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA 1995)
The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1995 aims to end the discrimination
which many disabled people face. This Act gives disabled people rights in the
areas of:

e employment

e education

e access to goods, facilities and services

e buying or renting land or property
The Act also allows the government to set minimum standards so that disabled
people can use public transport easily.

e Definition of disability under the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)

e Disability Discrimination Act (full) (external link)
The Disability Discrimination Act 2005 (DDA 2005)

In April 2005, a new Disability Discrimination Act was passed by Parliament
which amends or extends existing provisions in the DDA 1995, including:
e making it unlawful for operators of transport vehicles to discriminate

against disabled people

making it easier for disabled people to rent property and for tenants

to make disability-related adaptations

e making sure that private clubs with 25 or more members cannot keep
disabled people out, just because they have a disability

e extending protection to cover people who have HIV infection, cancer and
multiple sclerosis from the moment they are diagnosed

e ensuring that discrimination law covers all the activities of the public

sector

requiring public bodies to promote equality of opportunity for disabled
people
Some of the new laws will come into force in December 2005, and some in December

2006. The Disability Rights Commission (DRC) website has more details.
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Building Regulation

Definitions

1

160

. Meaning of public building

In these Regulations "public building™ means a building consisting of or
containing -

(a) a theatre, public library, hall or other place of public resort;

(b) a school or other educational establishment not exempted from the operation
of building regulations by virtue of section 4(1)(a) of the Act; or

(c) a place of public worship;

but a building is not to be treated as a place of public resort because it is, or it
contains, a shop, storehouse or warehouse, or is a dwelling to which members of
the public are occasionally admitted.

. Meaning of building work

In these Regulations "building work™ means -

(a) the erection or extension of a building;

(b) the provision or extension of a controlled service or fitting in or in connection
with a building;

(c) the material alteration of a building, or a controlled service or fitting, as
mentioned in paragraph (2);

(d) work required by regulation 6 (requirements relating to material change of
use);

(e) the insertion of insulating material into the cavity wall of a building;

(F) work involving the underpinning of a building.

(2) An alteration is material for the purposes of these Regulations if the work, or
any part of it, would at any stage result -

(a) in a building or controlled service or fitting not complying with a relevant
requirement where previously it did; or

(b) in a building or controlled service or fitting which before the work
commenced did not comply with a relevant requirement, being more
unsatisfactory in relation to such a requirement.



ffhs SR L
(3) In paragraph (2) "relevant requirement” means any of the following
applicable
3.requirements of Schedule 1, namely -

Part A (structure)

paragraph B1 (means of warning and escape)

paragraph B3 (internal fire spread - structure)

paragraph B4 (external fire spread)

paragraph B5 (access and facilities for the fire service)

Part M (access and facilities for disabled people).

4.Requirements relating to building work

(1) Building work shall be carried out so that -
(a) it complies with the applicable requirements contained in Schedule 1; and
(b) in complying with any such requirement there is no failure to comply with
any other such requirement.

(2) Building work shall be carried out so that, after it has been completed -
(a) any building which is extended or to which a material alteration is made;
or
(b) any building in, or in connection with, which a controlled service or fitting
Is provided, extended or materially altered; or
(c) any controlled service or fitting,

complies with the applicable requirements of Schedule 1 or, where it did not comply
with any such requirement, is no more unsatisfactory in relation to that requirement than

before the work was carried out.
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