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1. Small blocks laid out wm
on an imegular gnd

13. Level changes have mmm
handrails and are clearly marked

15. Frequent wooden seating,
with arm and back rests

9. Landmarks, mmm — — — — — — —
distinctive structures
and places of activity

12. Frequent road
crossings with
audible and visual -
cues suitable for

§. Amix of uses,
including plenty of
services and facilities

—mmm and open space

8. Buildings

have obvious
entrances

10. Special /distinctive
features at junctions

6. Busy routes have buffer zone
between road and foctway (e.g.
trees, grass verge) mmm— ———

17. Ground level toilets

11. Wide, smooth,
non-skp footways
L — —mmm (vithout cycle lanes)

|

4 |

3. Gently winding |
|
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Abstract
Keyword : Age-friendly cities ~ Healthy Cities ~ Elderly ~ Accessibility ~ Public space

Population ageing has become one of the emerging issues in the world due to
the advanced science, public health, medical knowledge, and technology in the past
Century. Many Western countries have entered so called “aged-society”” while other
countries are speeding up the ageing process. It is inevitable that the 21% Century
will be the millennium of ageing. Many researches have confirmed that delivering the
concept of “ageing-in-place” could create a better living arrangement for older
population. This trend could bring up the need of barrier-free purpose-built facilities,
open spaces and public buildings for instance. Hence, how to create a more suitable
and coherent public environment instead of living units for elderly at a larger spatial
scale is essential. Also, it is worth to further explore whether present general
environment, as to most elderly people, is friendly. Accordingly, based on the
literature review of older population’s characteristics, behavior patterns and living
demands, this research further takes the age-friendly city guide proposed by the World
Health Organization (WHO) as a blueprint to explore the possibility of delivering
age-friendly open space in Taiwan. A set of assessment elements for age-friendly
physical environment is drafted and examined by the two-phase quantitative method,
fuzzy Delphi in the first phase and fuzzy AHP in the second. Experts from academic,
design practice, and social care practice fields were interviewed and undertaken the
survey. The preliminary result of the two-phase field work will expect to establish a
set of design guidance system with indicators, factors, and elements. A case study
was also conducted in this research. Chia-Yi City and Ping-Tung County, the
representing urban and rural area, are selected as studying sites. The design
guidance system could provide a tool to assess the level of age-friendliness of the
physical environment of open spaces and identify the urgency for improvement,
furthermore to assist to deliver an age-friendly city in Taiwan.

Xl



