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Abstract

Keywords: Senior Citizens, Residential Environment, Barrier Free Environmen

L.Research Background
The study is based on the Establishment of Barrier-free Living Conditions of the Holistic Care
Plan and Construction Technology of the Department, and the concepts of aging in place and
aging in house of Elderly Welfare Policy that is promoted by Social Development. Since
Taiwanese society is becoming an aging society, the purpose of the study is to find out how
existing regulations and policies coordinate and strengthen each other.

II. Methodology and process

The fields of inquiry of the study include architecture, sociology, and law. The author
does his best to take the protection of the elderly and references disabled people’s rights,
and the barrier-free issues that arise in an elders’ residential environment, as a reference for
drafts of related regulations and policy in the future. The procedures of the study were as
follows:

(1) Data Collection: Collect related research essays, statutes, and regulations and an

explanation.
(2) Case Studies: Probe into questions or reasons from instances of litigation and prosecution.
(3) General Review: Review the issues that currently a barrier-free elderly residential
environment could be faced with.

IIT. Major findings (described briefly as follows)

1. Concept Clarification: Realization, further understanding and accurate mastery of
barrier-free elderly residential environment issues. (Details on p7~18) (see p7~18 for
detail)

(1) Realization of “Barrier-free” environment issue
(2) Further understanding of the elderly and their behavioral characteristics
(3) Accurate mastery of the promotion of the barrier-free environment issue in Taiwan

2. Summary of key points: Investigation into regulations, policies, and protections of the

barrier-free elderly residential environment. (see p19~32 for detail)

(1) From the angle of international related barrier-free rights protection.

(2) From the angle of domestic related barrier-free construction regulations protection.
(3) From the angle of domestic related elderly welfare protection.

(4) From the angle of domestic related elderly residential protection.

3. Cases investigation: Investigations into regulations and policy issues of barrier-free
elderly residence environment (see p33~43 for detail)

(1) Case investigation of casualties that caused by inappropriate barrier-free community
facilities.
(2) Case investigation of contentions about a community erased barrier-free parking lot
facilities.
(3) Case investigation of contentions about a community that established an iron gate in the
open space of a community.
IV. Major recommendations

Five conclusions and three concrete recommendations to the administrative authorities are

summarized as follows:

1. Conclusions: (Details in P. 47~48)

(1) The construction of barrier-free environment should be brought into the application category of
miscellaneous licenses.

(2) The “Substitute Improvement Plan” of barrier-free equipment and facilities should be widely
promoted.
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(3) There should be a particular ratio or at least an area that is planned for a car parking space in an
apartment building.

(4) The design and management of “open space”  should be friendlier to the elderly.

(B) A “Barrier-free environment”  should be expanded from homes to communities and urban

2. suggestions to the administrative authorities (Details in P. 55)
Suggestion 1:
Medium- and long-term recommendation: “Open Space” should be brought into
the construction of barrier-free environment.
Major authority: The Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of the Interior
Assisting authority: Architecture & Building Research Institute, Ministry of the
Interior
Instruction: As the statement of Section 7 of Article 20 of the Amendment to the
Constitution: A nation should protect the construction of barrier-free
environment. Therefore, we advise that the two types of open space
including the roadside model and plaza model, that are stated in Article 283
of Construction Technology Regulations, should be brought into barrier-free
environment design.
Suggestion 2:
Medium- and long-term recommendation: Bring the construction of barrier-free
environment into the management of miscellaneous license process.
Major authority: The Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of the Interior
Assisting authority: Architecture & Building Research Institute, Ministry of the
Interior
Instruction : The construction of barrier-free environments must secure public safety and
public communication. In order to prevent people from accidents caused
by inappropriate establishments, related barrier-free constructions , such as
ramps, armrests, railings, lifting equipment, and parking spaces, should be
brought under the management of miscellaneous license process.
Suggestion 3:
Medium- and long-term recommendation: Stipulate establishment of barrier-free
parking lots in H2 accommodation category.
Major authority: The Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of the Interior
Assisting authority: Architecture & Building Research Institute, Ministry of the
Interior
Instruction:  Since the purpose of elderly welfare policy is to inspire aging in place and
aging in house,  we recommend there be “a particular ratio” of parking lot
or “at least an area” to be planned as parking space in an apartment building.
Meanwhile, it is necessary to adopt the single parking lot model or the
near-to parking lot model according to the rules of car parking lot (804) of
Building Barrier-free Facility Design Regulation.
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