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ABSTRACT

Keywords: seniors with dementia, friendly community, public space, environmental
design

1. Background

According to the data, now a day the population of seniors with dementia is nearly
to 230.000 in Taiwan. When 2056 the population of seniors with dementia will growth
to 720.000, and there is one seniors with dementia in every 10 seniors. In addition, the
age friendly environments for dementia is different form the aged friendly community.
In the future when we facing the problem with care for the seniors with dementia, we
should provide more friendly facilities and services in the community. Therefore, the
seniors with dementia could use the facilities and join the community activities that can
slow the disease of dementia.

The standard of care environment for senior of dementia are different as regular
aged friendly community, and dementia friendly environment community are
considering about the safe and convince space for senior with dementia, also the
dementia friendly environment community considers about the living habits and
environmental conditions of seniors in Taiwan. Provide the community space with
facilities, public space, and activities that for senior with dementia, can reduce the
sickness of dementia, also can make the senior with dementia and their caregivers has
the better community environments.

2. Research methods and process

This research considers about the safety and convince in the community for the
seniors with dementia, also considers about the lifestyle and environmental conditions
in Taiwan, and references relevant literatures. This research result could create a
design principle about the aged friendly environments for the seniors with dementia,
which can be used as a renovation reference for ordinary people, and construction
industry. This research using the Literature review, observation, in-depth interviews,
design workshops, questionnaires and GPS recording.

3. Key Findings
a.Dementia friendly community’s environmental assessment tools are including
identification, security, accessibility, social support, comfort and familiarity.
b.According to the result of questionnaires there are 71% of senior of dementia
can’t go home alone. The most Important fields are daycare center, park, and

XV



market.

c.According to the result of workshops, 500 meters away from home radius should
have nights market(20%), temple(16%), park(16%) and market(16%).

d.Friendly community living environment service circle for senior with dementia
should have the bus stop, concern park convenience stores and markets in radius
of 100 meters away from home, should have park, day care center, coffee shops,
and religious fields in radius of 500 meters away from home, and out of 500
meters should have hospital, MRT station and train station.

e.There are three main elements of Dementia friendly environments community
such as "street layout", "architectural style" and "environmental clues”, can
make the senior with dementia feels safe and secure in the familiar and friendly
community.

4. Suggestions

According to the result of questionnaires, workshops and GPS records, the senior of
dementia needs the locale facilities in community environment, but the activities
space for the dementia are still not enough. Therefore, in the future should have the
Universal design, and consider about the user angle senior of dementia to use the
color and materials on the road systems, indicator systems, transport networks,
pavement, environmental identification (including landmarks and five senses),
dementia-friendly stores, historical sites, religious spaces. Besides that, the friendly
facilities of the functional space should consider about the stage of dementia, such as
senior with mild stage of dementia might have the better physical function, that can
walk alone, so creating friendly environments could make the disease stay at the same
stage. Also, on the national policy have to consider promote the knowledge of the
dementia et al., this research also list the specific Possible recommendations.

Suggestions 1

To create a design guide book of “friendly communities for senior with dementia”
that can have used as a renovation for Environmental planners, architects, community
general builders, community development associations, caregivers: immediately
viable recommendations

Organizer: Ministry of Health and Welfare.

Co-Organizer: Architecture and Building Research Institute, MOI, Union
international des architects.

This research study the behavioral characteristics of seniors with dementia, and
analysis their needs in the environment.  Using the research to create a design guide

book of “friendly communities for senior with dementia” that can have used as a
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renovation for Environmental planners, architects, community general builders,
community development associations, caregivers.

Suggestions 2

In the future can using the healing environment to analysis the aged society:
immediately viable recommendations.

Organizer: Architecture and Building Research Institute, MOI.

Co-Organizer: Ministry of Health and Welfare.

This research study the residential service circle of senior with dementia, and
suggestion should have the park, art galleries, museums, libraries, and friendly shops
et al., in the community., and have the activities for senior with dementia, to create a
chance of communications for dementia and people, and improve the knowledge of
dementia for the general public. Therefore, to create dementia friendly society. In the
future can using the healing environment to analysis the aged society.

Suggestions 3

In the future using the Idle space to change into day care center for senior:
immediately viable recommendations.

Organizer: Architecture and Building Research Institute, MOI.

Co-Organizer: Ministry of Health and Welfare.
This research result can use as the reference in the follow up study, and reference to
relevant literatures or design principles. using the Idle space to change into day care
center for senior research, and provide the multiple care selection. In the end, create
the safe and secure living environment for the senior.
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