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Abstract

This study focuses on use type of various public buildings as well as the user
gender variety, to inspect the need of gender friendly situation of public restrooms
and try to find out the best suitable layout design strategy for them in these public
buildings. First all the case study of current unisex restrooms in Taiwan will be
conducted, along with the comments from the public restroom experts through
seminar meetings to confirm the lack requirement of the building code for
providing gender neutral restrooms for the public buildings and the necessity of
providing gender neutral restrooms. Secondly the cases of new providing public
gender neutral in other countries are studies from viewpoint of historic reasons
and current concerns of social general value.

The study results show that nearly ninety percent responders in Taiwan are
welcome to providing gender neutral restroom in the public buildings.

Among them around seventy percent of that think it is necessary or very
necessary. The priority of public building providing neutral restroom is
sequentially as follows, i.e. railway station, playing park and city park and metro
park, clinic and emergency area of hospital, local health center, science museum
and fine art museum, arena, service station of intercity highway, visitor center of
scenic park, movie theater and opera theater and music concert hall, land
economics office and household affair office of local government, bus depot,
shopping mall and department store and restaurant, convention center and
assembly hall, classroom area of university. Most public buildings are built and
owned by the governments that to provide gender neutral restroom in those public
buildings will more easy by through using public budget and complying
regulations. Current regulations for public building adding gender neutral
restroom are available.

Keywords: public building, gender neutral restroom, general toilet, provide public
restroom
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