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A Survey on Mammal Fauna along Coastal Areas of Kinmen
Abstract

Between November 1996 and October 1997, we surveyed the
coastal areas of Kinmen, Little Kinmen and several nearby islets, and
captured small mammal by setting up 15 trapping transects, to study
the mammal fauna at these areas. The results indicated that there were
at least four species of mammals, i.e. river otters (Lutra lutra), musk
house shrew (Suncus murinus), house rat (Rattus rattus flevipectus)
and house mouse (Mus musculus) inhabiting these areas. Among
these species, the musk house shrew was most widely disiributed, and
could be captured at 12 of the 15 trapping transects. They could also
be found on some islets, such as Da-dan, Er-dan. House rats were
captured at five transects, whereas the house mice could only be
captured along two transects.

Scats and tracks of otters could be found in most of the coastal
areas. However, more scats and tracks were found along the rocky
shore of the northeastern and southeast corners of Kinmen, and the
sandy southern beach than along the west coast. Signs of otters could
also be found on most islets nearby Kinmen. However, presence of
otters on more remote islets such as Da-dan, Er-dan, Bei-din and
Dong-din need further investigation. Information of several other
mammal species captured in land, including tree squirrels and
Japanese house bats, several species of water fowls sighted on various
islets, and reports on sighting of dolphins were also recorded.



The main food category found in otters® scats was fish, although
small quantities of remains of mammal (hairs), bird (feathers), reptile
(scales and vertebrates), amphibian (bones), crustacean (crabs and
shrimps), insects (Dytiscidae), and mollusk (snails) were occasionally
found in otter scats. The score of the frequency of oceurrence (98.5%)
and relative importance (91.4%) of fish in otters’ scats were both
much greater than that of other food categories. The dietary diversity
of otters was 1.2. The contents of scats collected in lakes, seashores
and islets were similar. However, slightly more insects were found in
scats collected along seashore, and slightly more crustacean were
found in scats collected on islets.
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