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Abstract

In the Jigjing reign (16" c.) of the Ming dynasty many lineages in Fujian started
building ancestral halls and compiled lineage geneal ogies to maintain lineage identity
and unity. Under such circumstances, lineage villages emerged and the kinship
structure of Confucius doctrine reinforced on Jinmen. There are 151 ancestral halls on
the tiny Jinmen islands. The festival of sweeping the tombs in the spring and ancestor
worship rite on winter solstice are two major events that concern residents on the
islands. This proposed project aims to understand lineage structure and ancestor
worship ritual of three lineages. Both the Xu of Houpu town and the Cai of Qonglin
village have large lineage property and magnificent ancestral halls. While the Ni of
Jinmencheng village has neither lineage property nor ancestral hall. This project takes
these three lineages to illustrate the different types of lineage organizations. The time
span covers from emigration from mainland Chinato Jinmen in the Song dynasty to
1949.

Key Words: Ritual of Ancestor Worship, Lineage Organization, Jinmen, Qonglin,

Houpu, Jinmencheng
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