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Abstract

Abstract

Keywords : Taijiang National Park, Taijiang, Taijiang inner sea, Humanistic history
I. Preface

The scope of the current Taijiang National Park does not exactly referred to the scope
described in historical documentation, especially the land area. Also, it cannot entirely
describe the Taijiang of human history. From archeological point, Taijiang is the Former
Taijiang which was formed back to middle of Holocene. As the sea surface was stable and the
mud progressively accumulated, the shoreline moved towards the west. Also, Zhengwun
estuary which has the most abundant sediment discharge progressively protruded to the West,
with the elevation of Tainan tableland, an invaginated bay was progressively formed and
called the Former Taijiang. Generally speaking, this Former Taijiang is the one as in early
history, an inner sea which interacts frequently with the outer ocean. For instance, in early
Neolithic era, people of Tapenkeng civilization used this coastal environment to approach
Penghu and southeast of Asia (Today’s Fujian, Canton) and interacted closely with those
inhabitants. And, in late prehistoric era, people used the oceanic transportation system formed
by Kuroshio Current and monsoon to make a circle of interaction in South China Sea,

connecting Southeast Asia or Philippines.
II. Direction of the study

The project team reexamines the concept of Taijiang and considers it as the access point
to Southwestern plain of Taiwan, the inner sea between the land and outer ocean. Two

directions are defined for the study:

1. Deconstruct Taijiang from time and spatial evolutions, and reconstruct Taijiang with its

historic and spatial movements.
2. Reexamine “Taijiang” from three perspectives: aborigines, external ruler and Han people.

According to the above mentioned ideas and the historic definition of Taijiang, we
review the existing data of National Park and the announced political direction. Based on the
concept of National Park and concentrate in historic interaction between the nature and people,
we reexamine the importance of Taijiang. We also propose ideas and directions to preplan an
investigation and preservation report of humanistic history in Taijiang National Park and its

surroundings, so as to draw a long term plan for Taijiang National Park in future studies of

IX
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humanistic history domain.
III . Findings

Based on the understanding of the natural evolution and humanistic movements of
Taijiang National Park and its surroundings since prehistoric era, XVII century to now, and
from dynamic view of time and development, the study of humanistic history should focus on
the following directions: 1. Apart from the current scope of Taijiang National Park, consider
of Taijiang in XVII century as main subject; Preserve natural heritages from different eras; 3.
Conserve the dynamic evolution between human and land from prehistory to modern time; 4.
Resolutions in response of climate change; 5. Explain humanistic connotation of education
system; 6. Rules of management and maintenance; 7. Guidelines of cooperation. These are

main guidelines for the operation of National Park in the future.
IV. Feasible recommendations

For an entire concept of Taijiang National Park in the future, this paper proposes a
three-phased study plan of 10 years as a period and divided into short term, mid-term and
long term plans in order to clarify progressively the humanistic development in Taijiang

National Park and its surroundings.
1. Short term (1 to 4 years) plan

In this phase, the implementation of basic information is the main subject. Although
there are already many studies related to Taijiang area, but it is important to concentrate
studies of Taijiang in XVII century. This will mainly focus on the entire scope of National

Park and its surroundings, it will be a synthetic study of the area.
2. Mid-term (5 to 7 years) plan

In this phase, based on the investigations of the previous phase, we select some
important parts to the operation of the National Park for further studies, and individual portion

can be highlighted separately.
3. Long term (8 to 10 years) plan

In this phase, the direction of the study will be reexamined according to the results of the
two previous phases. And, new attainable direction will be defined. It will be mainly focused
on the maintenance of cultural and historical resources and environmental education. In

addition, the unachieved part of the two previous phases will be kept on.
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