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Getting to Know Yangmingshan

Located on the northern edge of the Taipei Basin, Yangming-
shan National Park begins to the east with Mt. Huangzui and
the east face of Mt. Wuzhi, runs west to Mt. Xiangtien and
the west foot of Mt. Mientien, north to Mt. Zhuzhi and the
Tudigong Ridge, and south to Mt. Shamao. With a total area
of approximately 11,338 hectares, the parkland extends
into the administrative areas of Taipei City (part of Shilin and
Beitou) and New Taipei City (the mountainous areas of
Tamsui, Sanzhi, Shimen, Jinshan, Wanli, etc.). The park has

an altitude of 200 to 1,120 meters above sea level.
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Seasonal Scenery

Due to the effects of latitude and altitude, the climate of the
Yangmingshan National Park area can be divided into
subtropical and warm temperate zones.The monsoon

climate is particularly distinctive.

Traditionally, the February-March spring season is the
flowering season of Yangming Park. The resplendent variet-
ies of rhododendrons and cherry blossom covered moun-

tain slopes with vibrant color and dazzling beauty.

Southwesterly winds during the summer bring occasional
afternoon showers and thunder. By October, autumn
sweeps in on a shimmering sea of silvergrass. Although the
northeasterly monsoons bring chilling wind and cold drizzle
in the winter. Strong cold fronts may bring the occasional

flurry of snowflakes to Mt. Qixing, Mt. Zhuzhi, and Mt.

Datun, turning them into a silver-white world.
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Geology and Terrain

Centered on the Datun Volcano Group, Yangmingshan
National Park is a volcanic area underlain by andesite rock.
Its distinctive geological landforms include tholoids or
stratovolcanoes, volcanic craters, and crater lakes. Fuma-
role activity is visible in Dayoukeng, Xiaoyoukeng, Macao,
and Dahuangzui. The famed hot springs of the region are

one of its chief tourist attractions.
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Vegetation

There are over 1,359 species of vascular plants native to
Yangmingshan area. Vegetation is strongly influenced by
the volcanic geology and northeasterly monsoon. The low
temperature and high humidity of the winter season have
caused some mid-elevation plants originally growing at an
altitude of 2,000 meters, such as the Taiwan genetian and
trochodendron, to grow in the park. This is known as

“Altitude Migration” phenomenon.

Arrow bamboo and silvergrass are the dominate grassland
plants and can usually be found in areas at altitudes of 600m
and above. Forest plants are predominantly of the Laurel

family, such as red Nanmu and large-leaved machilus.
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Muller’s Barbet

Wildlife

The diverse geological environment and rich vegetation of
Yangmingshan National Park provides an ideal wildlife
habitat. As a result, the park is rich in all kinds of animal life.
Surveys have shown that Yangmingshan National park is
home to at least 20 species of mammals, 110 species of
birds, 21 species of amphibians, 48 species of reptiles, and

160 species of butterflies.

The most common mid-sized mammals are the red-bellied
squirrel, Formosan hare, ferret-badger and Formosan
macaque. Birds commonly sighted at a low altitude include
the vinous-throated parrotbill, Formosan white-eyed nun
babbler, bamboo partridge, and Muller’s barbet. It is also
not difficult to catch a glimpse of the endemic Formosan
blue magpie.Common amphibians include the Taipei green
tree frog, rice field frog, Swinhoe's frog, and the endemic
Taiwanese toad Bufobankorensis. The most common
reptiles are vyellow-mouthed japalura, five-striped
blue-tailed skink, green bamboo viper, striped keelback,
oriental rat snake and the smooth green snake. During
spring and summer, flocks of dazzling butterflies can be seen
in Yangmingshan National Park. Swarms of milkweed
butterflies swirling in the air currents create a breathtaking

sight at Mt. Datun.
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Longfenggu Visitor Center
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Yangmingshuwu Visitor Center
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Zhuzihu Ponlai Rice Foundation Seed Field

02-28616341
+886-2-28616341

02-28617024
+886-2-28617024

02-28617294
+886-2-28617294

02-28626246
+886-2-28626246

02-28615404
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02-28610036
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02-28935580
+886-2-28935580

02-28611444
+886-2-28611444

02-28625545
+886-2-28625545
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Mt. Qixing Main Peak-East Peak Trail
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