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Abstract

Shoushan is a small hill west of Kaohsiung City, together with Guishan, Banpingshan
being the only National Natural Park in Taiwan. It encompasses all kinds of natural resources,
including the limestone features that formed Shoushan and the ecosystem there. However, this
landscape has transformed quite a lot since 19th century. Growing demands for firewood from
increasing needs from the Han inhabitants had caused deforestation of the area, leaving the area
quite bare. Fortunately, the southbound policy of Japanese government to expand its military
strength in 1930s had designated most of Shoushan area as military exclusion zone, a harbor
was built in the old Wandan lagoon, thus slowed down the destruction to the natural
environment. These military restrictions were succeeded by the National Government in post-
war era. The military restriction status of the north area continued until present day, which
preserves the natural environment, sustaining an adequate habitat for the flora and fauna.
Formosan macaque has benefited from such environmental protection. With the community
propaganda, macaque has dominated Shoushan, winning the title of Ape’s Hill. It was not until
the 1980s, a part of Shoushan was gradually transformed into a civil recreational area, resulted

in the Shoushan National Natural Park we see today.

This small hill is known for its recreational and cultural values. People have been active
in this area since 4000 years ago, the major sites are Chijou archaeological site in Gushan, the
3000 years old Taoziyuan site, and later the 2000 years old Neiwei Small Creek shell midden,
all constituting the prehistoric age. These construct an early history of Kaohsiung, manifesting
how people lived during the time without written records. Archaeological researches clearly
show how people used the local resources of Shoushan and old Kaohsiung Bay. This also
demonstrates the interdependence of people and nature, the abundant resources in prehistoric

Shoushan sustain the people of the area.

This project reviewed available archaeological data, Dutch and early Qing Dynasty
archives, and maps from Japanese period until now. These built up our preliminary knowledge
of the archaeological sites and Han settlements in the area. All archaeological sites were
surveyed to determine their accurate location, boundary, the settlement size and features, which
led to more understanding of the sites’ relative cultural periods and features. Therefore, this
research aims to structure the entire cultural development of the Shoushan National Natural
Park area and adjacent Kaohsiung plain from prehistory to present day, and the results serve as

valuable resources of cultural heritage preservation for Shoushan area.



The project reaches the following results via literature view, field surveys and data analysis:

1. Researches of the cultural development of Shoushan and adjacent Kaohsiung plain
region to define the features of different cultural stages and their transformations.

2. Examining environmental and geographic transformations of different stages to
see the relationships between settlement and environmental transformation.

3. The distribution area of Taccariangh people, active in Kaohsiung’s early historic
period, was active around the south of old Gangshan Bay and north of old
Kaohsiung Bay. At least 4 settlements are identified.

4. Strategies for cultural heritage preservation for the reference of National Natural

Park and Kaohsiung Municipal Government.

Keyword: National natural park, cultural history, archaeological site, Kaohsiung plain
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