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Abstract

The height origin is an important element for the national vertical coordinate definition. Although
the definition of the zero level in an orthometric system is usually the mean sea level derived from one
astronomical epoch observations of a specific tidal station. But, in the realization and implementation of a
national height system, the height origin plays an even more important role. The surveying of height in
Taiwan started in 1914 while a leveling project circled the island. Keelung tidal station was selected as the
reference for the project. After the Japanese occupation era, two island wide leveling projects conducted
in 1975 and 1984 respectively were using Keelung tidal station as the reference as well. And, the height
origin was established in Hai-Men Park nearby Keelung harbor in 1977. Due to unconfirmed reason, likely
construction, the monument of this origin is lost. A new one was re-established in Hai-Men Park in 2002.
Due to road construction, this monument is abandoned and a new one is established nearby National
Museum of Marine Science and Technology, Keelung, in 2013. This paper introduces the current setting
and provides a brief review of the history.
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