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ABSTRACT

Keywords: Elderly, Dementia, Social Housing, Co-Living Communities

This study addresses a significant interdisciplinary issue at the
intersection of architecture and aging societies, focusing on the
policy functions that social housing in Taiwan should fulfill. From
the perspective of architectural design, it provides strategic
recommendations to enhance environmental cognition, supporting
older adults with dementia in social housing to demonstrate their
personal value, contribute their abilities, and foster co-living
practices that connect with the broader community.

First, this study reviews the concept of community co-living in
Japan, the regional co-living society framework, as well as Japan’s
community co-living policies and implementation measures. It
involves field visits and case studies of community co-living
practices for older adults in Japan to understand the strategies
employed by Japanese society (including care institutions and the
general public) and older adults with dementia themselves to
achieve co-living within the community.

The study collects examples of dementia-friendly
environmental design from abroad, including the dementia-friendly
design practices in Fukuoka City, Japan. It also analyzes the current
state of social housing in Taiwan, identifying public spaces that
urgently need improvement to meet the needs of older adults with

dementia for community co-living. Finally, it develops spatial
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design guidelines for dementia-friendly social housing communities

tailored to older adults, concluding with recommendations and

actionable insights.
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